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To the moſt IIluſtrious 
and High born Prince, 
Zames Duke of Monmouth 
and Bucclugh, one of his 
Majeſties moſt Honoura- 


ble Privy Councel, and 
Knight of the moſt Noble 


Order of the Garter, vc, 


SIR, 
T hath ever been a- 


mongst the firſt of 
my wiſhes and deſires, 

to render my ſelf known, 
Az (and 


F he Fpiſlle 
(and if poſſible ) accep- 
table to Your Grace, by 
ſome ſpecial and ſignal 
Service : But ſeeing 
( through the malevo- 
lence of an angry, and 

frownmg Fortune) that 
honour 15 denyed to me ; 
yet, generous Irince, do 
not diſdain to look upon 
tbe effects of my ambition, 

. (poor and inconfiderable 
as they are) with a pro- 
pitious eye, If [be pre- 

ſumptuouſly bold, in this 
teſlimony of my profound 


reſpett, 
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Dedicatory. 
reſpeft, I hope your Grace 
will tmpute it t9 no other 
cauſe, but to your gene- 
rous, courteous, and affa- 
ble deportment to all , 
which diſdains not the 
meanest and obſcureſt, as 
well as the more glorious, 
and reſplendent objets. 
{1 throw my firft L abours, 
& Ruitlick.yet Maiden- 
Muſe at your Crraces 
Feet ; and I humbly im- 


plore , that both may be 
hrowded under the wings 


, of Your Noble Patro- 


nage, 


T he Epiſtle, &c. 
nage, where they ſhall 
find a ſufficient Protelt« | 
on, againſt all carping | 
Zoyliſts, and ill affetted 
Detrattors, which will be 
an infinite ſatisfattion 
and honour to | 
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Tour Graces 
MoS Humble 
and devoted Servant, 
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ver was,or ſhall be done; 

* either for the Stile or * Becauſe a 
the fancy, None will be of- « pun. " 
fended, who loves mirth and 
ſport, friends of old to learn- 
ing, and to the Muſes, It is 
but a Dream, and that I may F 
declare without reflection. It 
it be a Crime for me to 

B dream, 


J:- to treat of what ne- 
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dream, then muſt we accuſe 
nature it ſelf ; for it is as im- 
poſiible to reſtrain our rov- 
ing fancies (eſpecially when 
weare afleep) as it is to bind 
the very winds. 


For what all day we do or 
think,, we keep 

The ſame, oft-times, in mind 
when we're aſleep. 


The night doth receive 
both our cares, and delights, 
and repreſents the ſame as it 
were in a ſtanding fog or 
miſt , when ſleep creeps in 

on us. For though the 
—_ and power of the 
ſoul be divided, and diſtra- 
ted into ſeveral parts by 
ſleep 
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{leep, yet It 18 1n ts force,and 
being deluded by vain fan- 
cies, in the very ſhadow of 
death, goes about the fun&i- 
ons of this life, the counſels 
of men, yea and 1dle toys. 
So that mortals have not 
tranquility always, without 
toyl and labour, When the 
day is ended, we takethe re- 
mainders of our cares, and 
toys to bed with us, and ei- 
ther they ſtrike our ſlceping 
members with fears, or tic- 
kles them with joy. But 
now I begin to go on : if any 
hath pleaſure in a Dream, let 
him beſtow the loſs ot a little 
time therein. 

Ic was in the latter part of 
the night, when (being 1na 

| B 2 deep 
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deep ſleep) 1 thought T was 


walking amongſt certain 
Hills near a C ity, divers and 
ſpring-like pleaſures had 
cloathed the Earth (the cold 
winter being gone,)andwhen 
in the entry of a thick Grove 
I was thinking upon the 
Nymphs of the Woods, and 
was moving my fancy to 
write a Song to Sylpvanus : I 
am carried into a great Caye 


whereinto a natural row of 


trees made one entrie : the 
leaves whereof did caſt a 
ſhade over the ſame : C loſe 
by,and ar the top of a moſt 
clear Fountain there was Ta- 
bles made of Turt , Garlands 
ſtrowed on the Ground, and 
certain remainders of a ſum- 
pLuous 
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ptuous banquet. The ground 
as yet wet with Wine , did 
make it appear that there had 
lately been a Feaſt in that 
place. There came a certain 
Marriage-ſound, and Light 
from the fartheſt end of the 
Cave; whereby it was evi- 
dent, that there were ſome of 
the Nymphs brought to her 
Marriage-chamber by her 
new Bridegroom. As was 
admiring this ſecret place, I 
eſpicd ſome Verſes, written 
on the neareſt Beech Tree. 


There is a power, or pleaſure, 
that doth bind 

The minds of mortals ;, beaſts 
of ev'ry kind, 

Fowls of the Air, W Fiſhes of 
the Sea, B3 Are 
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Are prone(we knowyto charm- 
ing Venery. 

Pleaſure's a Princeſs every- 
where, we find 

The ſame in Riners , ſtately 
Trees and Wind. 

rou Country people, now give 
0're to think 

Of dayly toyl, be merry, dance 
and drink, 

Give unto Uenus, and your 
garden God, 

Firs fruits of Corn andWine, 
make no abode 

Till it be done, the Fields has 
Gifts in ſtore ; 

For without ſuch , feaſling 

all be no more. 

By riot doth the God of Ban- 
quets ſtill 

Preſerve his power, his plea- 


ſure to fulfill. The 
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The Countrey Gods hath alſo 
power in this, 

To riot, ſince it's ſo, is not 
amiſs, 

Love and bright Venus to re- 
Joyce doth move, 

Lowe grows by Venus, Ve- 
nus grows by Love. 

Their Verſes, and Predidions 
needs muſt be 

Sacred, a God doth write 
them on a Tree. 


I had juſt done reading, 
when behold one of a moſt 
mageſtick preſence did ſhew 
himſelf to me, out of the 
ſpace betwixt the light and 
the darkneſs, I thought him 
to be the very image of all 
the graces, His habit and 
coun=- 


7 


The Uiſion of _ 
countenance,did denote him 
to be both Man and Woman, 
and his original to be from 
Mercury and Venus : the ret 
of his apparel could both ef- 
feminate a Man,and augment 
wantonneſs in a Woman: His 
Head beſet with Roſes, and 
Gems, his Hair pertum'd, 
and trim'd up in curled 
Locks, did {weeten the very 
Air. But frequent and tart 
Vomits, the ſymptoms of an 
oyerburdened ſtomach, did 
deform all thoſe pleaſures, 1 
dideafilyconjefure him to be 
ſome God of Banquets, & an 
unknown preſes of joy. For 
he was of a delicate com- 
plexion, and did ſeem to be 
very merry, he was plealant 
In 
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in his carriage, young 1n his 
years, and ruddy with wine, 
and was picking his teeth 
with a filver pin, as ifthe re- 
liques of ſome of the meat 
had been ſticking therein, In 
the mean while he comes 
ſtreight up to me(you would 
have thought that ſome E- 

gyptian Statue had been 
ln) and that he might 
ſeem to. deſpiſe riches, he 
trampled upon ewels throne 
before him as he walked. A 
Boy did follow him ata little 
diſtance, who, being of a 
lively countenanceand brave 
attire, did reſemble Luxury. 
A delicate Maid alſo (that 
the female ſex might not 
be wanting) didattend him, 
carry- 


The Uiſien of 
carrying in her hand a Cym- 
bal garniſhed with Gold,and 
whatever the Mules, and my 
Lady Pleaſure did invent to 
ſtir up wantonneſs in the 
minds of Mortals. Thoſe 
two did obſervethe motions, 
and foorfteps of their Maſter; 

for preſently Che having g1- 
ven them a ſign) they come 
up to him and began to ſing. 
This unuſual, and altogether 
divine melody , did raviſh 
me, and being o'recome with 
the ſweetneſs thereof, ] began 
to fall aſleep , when behold 
this Androgime (tor ſuch an 


rod 4. * oneI took him to be) did 


4 hold a Torch to my eyes,and 
did diflipate all clouds of 
heavineſſe therein, Then 


be- 
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beholding me with eyes 

whereinangermight be ſeen ; 

are you 1gnorant, faith he, 

that watching 1s due ro my 

ſacrifice ; neither is the Sun 

as ye ſet, and begin you to 

ſleep ? If you do nor know 

my divine power, among(t 

men I am eſteem'd a God, 

and the genius of Love and 

Joy, 1am the God Comms * Wl, of Bait- 

who have taught mankind co 

reve], and gormandize., I 

have advanc'd my Empire 

far and near, and am every- 

where worſhipped and ado-,,, 

red, ever ſince the Sybarits * bir in ſenſual 
tc" 0ufneſs 

began to be famous through «j;.; «6. 

theworld.Now my ſacrifices 

mentioned by Writers, are 


performing with luxury and 


Plca- 


The Uifion of 
pleaſure, And in fine, all 
the Kingdom of Pleaſure 1s 
mine ; neither is any happy 
but he who belongs to me. 
My garb alſo becomes me, for 
I have got the fertility of e1- 
ther Sex, and 1I'know both 
how to give and recelve 
pleaſures, Men worſhip 
me as a God,, Women as a 
Goddeſs ; but both adore 
the ſame Gen1us ; neither 1s 
this without reaſon. The 
image of V-nus in Cyprus,he's 
hair on its face, in a Womans 
attire, of a Mans ſtature,and a 
Scepter in its hand, that ſhe 
might ſeem to be both Man 
and Woman ; and Venus be- 
ing my Mother, I could not 
declare my ſelf to be her 
50N 
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Son , unleſs I were able in 
both the Sexes, Now what 


a puniſhment is the life of 


man without pleaſure. There- 
fore if you be wiſe, ſhun the 
one and catch hold of the 
other : Conſider for what end 
nature brought you to the 
world ; it was not totorment 
your ſpirit with a ſevere ver- 
rue, nor to thruſt your ſelf 
out of the fellowſhip of felt- 
city ; but to make I happy 
"a all ſorts of pleaſure, and 
to nouriſh it with delights, as 


a moſt tender ſpark of thy 


ſhort life, 


Thou art a mortal, wiſh to be 
fo fiill, 


| That = mayſl take thyplea- 
I 


ſure at thy will. 


14 T.he Uiſion of 
I ſuffered the boldneſs of | 
ſuch a prophane ſpeech,with 
impatience, and did deteſt | 
this unlucky God as a diſmal 
prodigy ; Flight was in my 
mind, but wings in my 
deſires: - when behold 1 was 
invironed with,and lifted up 
in athick cloud, and ſo car- 
"ROI ried away by a ſtrong gale of 
Beſphors Wind, ſo being buried in the 
Greeee + wn thick fog, in an inſtant I am 
ways Zr d4., Caried to an unknownworld. 


by reaſon of th: F 
fr aenof the 7 PR 4 walls Cimmer 
the Sun ; alſo 1ans 0 >[5 

« people in lea poſſeſs, } 


berween Cunc W Þ0 never hates bright day.ſo | 


and Baj:e, who 


awelt a Caver much the leſs | 
aud weve invi- Do they Injoy bright Titans 


roued with 


very bigh kits, glorious light ; 


Becauſe oppres'd with dark- 
neſs & long night. 


And 
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And had ſcarce touched 
the Earth with my Feet when 
the Cloud did vaniſh, a part 
whereof fate down as wearied 
with its journey, on the woo- 
dy bank of a neighboring ri- 
vulet ; and another part of it 
augmented the darkneſs of 
the Heavens, 1 began to look 
about me, and at the fartheſt 
end of a valley, Idifcern a 
huge and ſtately Houſe. 


Great ſtately ſlruure, that 
might well uphold 


The Gods, and Heaw'ns. eaſe 
Atlas now grown old. 


The entry glorious with 
Lawrels, and Lamps, did de- 
clare it to be the Palace of 
Comus. 


The Union of 
Comus. 1 was now almot at 
the ioot of the ſtairs, when 
one calls me ; I looked be- 
hind me at the Voice, and 
ſaw my mo intimate Friend 
Aderba hard by me, brought 
thiher by the ſame power * 

after i haa falured him.] cold 
him I was glad to ſee him in 
that place, where I might 
| havehim tor a Witneſs, and 
Companion of my Fortune ; 
and him eſpecially, whom 1 
made a partaker of my heart 
and ſtudies formerly. Having 
imbrac'd me woſt afte$io- 
nately, I ſhall be yours, my 
good friend Zheodorus, {aith 
he, while 1 breath. But now 
truly this I know not, whe- 
ther Il am, or am not, or 
whether 
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whether I be alcogether ſepa- 
rate from the ſociety of the 
living ; For havemy mind 
as well as my eyes clouded 
with darkneſs: I know not 
whether fate, or ſleep de- 
ludes me, I think I am born 
of a cloud , out of which I 
am thrown into another 
world.where the dead walks, 
and darkneſs 1s adored ; A- 
derba ſpoke this with a low, 
dull, and hoarſe voice; ſo it 
did plainly appear.that ſome 
nocturnal power had influ- 
ence on. his ſpeech ; and 
whenl beheld himat a nearer 
diſtance, I perceived that the 
blood fled out of his face 
whileſt he ſpoke, So taking 
him by che hand, Courage, 
C lay 


The Uiſion of 
fay I, my Friend, and rowſe 
up your ſpirits, we are ſafe if 
we will bs play the men, 
There is darkneſs alwaycs 
where ever you cloſe your 
eyes as well as In this place, 

But this is a place of horror, 
fays Aderba, and I believe 
can afford Ghoſts and Spt- 
rits as well as Hell ir. felf; 
when I found him- in' that 
humour, I did indeayour to 
drive away his valn fear by 
ananſwer in Verſe, 


For what's or virtue, and 
our purity, 
iſwith Mack darkoeks we af- 
righted be? 
{ oil be hold ta ſpeak, what 


Can fears 


Befet 
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Beſet with darkneſs, if we will 
allow | 

Vertue her right, and what's 
to candor due. 


Therefore let us take cou- 
rage, and go where our com- 
mon deſtiny leads us. Do 
you not ſee thisexcellentand 
ſtately Palace of Comus ? Let 
us gothrough it, This bold- 
neſs ſha]l both be profitable, 
and pleafant unto us, or elſe 
I am deceived in my opini- 
on, I had not well ſpoke 
thoſe words, and was begin- 
ning to move, when a great 
and terrible Dog aflaulcs us 
both, out of the neighbour- 
ing Cave, 


"C2 His 
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His threefold bark reſound- 
ing in the 5Rie, 

Did us (urpriſe with fear moſt 
ſuddenly. 


We were apt to believe 
that it was Cerberus, There- 
fore turning to Aderba, tell 
me now, ſay I, that we are 
dead, that this is the entry of | 
Hell, and that it 1s defended | 
by the rage of this three | 
throatedMonſter;but becauſe 
he is not bound with chains, 
we muſt bind him with 
filence : Play you the part 
of Sybilla. Melle ſoporatam 
G& medicatis frugibus offam 


0bjice. | 
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7hrow bim a Loaf that doth 
the entry keep ; 
And 1 ſhall enter, when he's 


fa$l aſleep, 


Aderba laughed at my 
prepoſterous jeſt ; but mak- 
ing no delay, he took up a 
Stone, wherewith he did give 
the Maſtive a great ſtroke in 
the forehead : The Dog ex- 
prefling the ſmart of his 
wound by his confuſed 
howling, was coming upon 
us, with a ſtaggering pace, to 
revenge his hurt ; But Ader- 
ba ſuppreſt his fury with a 
ſecond ſtone,and laid him a- 
long upon the ground. -You 
wou'd have thought that 
C 3 Gar- 


22 The UiGon of 

7 wry Gargittius * the Dog of Ge- 

_ =_ rion had fallen, whilſt we 

when be to: were lying upon him ; as he 
the Cattc/, k 

was looking on the ground, | 

perceived a Golden Collar 


about his neck , beſet with 


der this inſcription. 

The Dog Lyrus, the bro- 
ther of Cerbervs, the delight 
of Comms , the watch of this 
Palace, whoever hurts me 
with ſtone or ſtick.ſhal know 
that there 1s a God offended, 
and may expett the Deſtiny 

ST aacans, * 


Troy wr (as When haddonereading, 
e271) weareundone, faith Aderba, 
Dog. looking upon me, and in a 
labyrinth, unleſs Fortune 
thew us ſome ſudden way:of 


ſafety. 


nails of Iron, and in its bor-_ 
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ſafety. Now was Aderba 
malring ready for the con- 
flic,and was preparing him- 
ſelfro receive ſome company 
or other of Ghoſts or Spi- 
rits, when we hear the Palace 
Echo with ſudden cries and 
tumults. I was not a little 
{truck with this Alarm, and 


was expetting to be irans- ,,,, ou 4 

formed, * when behold a ticcwba t» be 
3 

-_ vn? 

great mnltitude of drunken ooge, 


Reyellers ſets themſelves in 
order to meet their King , 
who was now coming. Then 
the Dog Lyrus lying on the 
oroud betore as if he had 
been dead, ſtirred up either 
with the Lights C for there 
were Torches carried before 
them, ) . or with the noiſe ; 
C4 got 
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got to his feet, and wholly 
diſpoſed to fawning , did 
ſhake his joyful rayl, as if he 
would make ſports to his 
Maſter ; Aderba thought it 
fit to make uſe of ſo good an 
occaſion : Let us thruſt our 
ſelves into this Company , 
ſays he, while we may ; for 
this very hubbub it ſelf will 
open ſome port of ſecurity 
tous In the mean while 
enters Comus, attended with 
two Ladies, Riot, and Wan- 
tonneſs. To what purpoſe 
ſhall I declare his Pomp and 
Magnificence ? His Garments 
richly pertumed , did caft 
forth a- moſt ſweet ſmell. 
Love, and Madam pleaſure 
didfollow him ; the Graces, 


| De- 
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Delights, Comelineſs, and 
| Toy, did follow Love and 
i | Pleaſure; with Saturity was 


Is her fiſter Ebriety, with her 

It hair looſe, her face red like 

n the morning, ſhaking a Ja- 

Ir velin with her hand; and in 

y fine, reſembling Bacchus in 

'y every aCtion : Near thoſe 

! were madneſs, fury , braw- 

y ling, chiding and fighting, 

e then vomit,Crudity and Dit- 

h eaſes. 

- Et jubit @ mortes, atque in- 

= teftata ſenefius. 

1 

5 But there were ſome who * »o/edvy ir 
: ſhin'd with Majeſty amongſt 762, 


that infamous Rabble, Seven /**Þ,*+-- 
quets for Jupi- 
e | men who were called Epulo- **r and the reft 
*& . © . of the G1ds, 
nes, * Tribunes of this Mul- a is ts: 
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titude, Laſt of all, came a 
Company of Prodigals, and 
Glutrons, There was one 
who reſembled Sardanapa- 


tus. , 


* The [17 King of Aﬀyria, who /o extceded in e:m nate win- 
tonnes, that be was went to ſit ſpinning and carding amongſt 
light and ſhameleſs Strumpets. 


* AvobteM'® Another Lucullus, * ano- 


in Rome , [4- 
_— at ther Heleogabolus, * and a- 
frating  nother ( leaſt there thould 


Rona. Not be Philoſophers amongſt 


reve them) who repreſented Epi- 


and Valuptuous CUTHS, * 1 leemly thing in- 
life. . , 
* The chief of deed, to hide Luxury in the 


be /eft of the EET 
ie f'%, boſome of Wiſdom, and to 


eſteemed m . k 
phieffeticry to (EEK A VU and protettion for 
Go i ee be YICES» [FO 2 tayourable au- 
ſoa nd mind. thority, More innocent 1s 


that ſaying, which affirms, 
that Epicure taught what was 
both 
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both juſt and grave for that 


leaſure he ſpeaks of may be 
made buta little fault in him; 
for what ever Laws we pre- 
ſcribe to vertue, the ſame did 
he to pleaſure. He com- 
mands us indeed to obey na- 
ture, But what's enough to 
Nature w1[l be bur little to 
Luxury: What's the matter 
then? He who calls floathful 
idlene(s, and the courſes of 
glutrony, and luſt, a happ1- 
neſs,ſeeks a gaod Author to a 
bad ſubje&;&when he comes 
that length, being indus 
ced with a ſeeming favorable 
authority, he doth not follow 
that pleaſure he hears ſpoken 
of, but what he fancies to him 
ſelf, So the Maſter receives 
the 


?7 
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the diſgrace of vice from his 
Followers,and Epicurus 1s in 
the Society of Comus becauſe 
Epicurians indeed are there. 
At the heels of all followed 
gloomy night, darkneſs , 
ſleep, lilence, dulneſs, terror, 
and fear, who diſperſed 
themſelves and vaniſh'd in 
the entry, at the brightneſs 
of the Torches, and every- 
wheregliftering Gold. 


Mean while with noiſe did all 


the Palace ring, 

Some makes the purple beds, 
and ſome do brin 

The brave and coſtly Carpets, 
and another 

Doth with his hand the fine 

ſmooth Tables cover. 
| The 
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The whole houſe was bu- 
fied with joytul ſervice, there 
were ſo many Cooks, and 
Servants of all ſorts, that 
they might have made an 
Army. 


To roft with Spits ſome did 
their work it make; 

Others did fine flower out 
with Baskets take. 


Aderba was at a ſtay with 
admiration, but I told him 
unleſs the image,6Ge ſpeech of 
the God did deceive me,they 
were the ſolemn facrifices of 
Comus, and that they were 
performed, for every man to 
behold, Prepare your ſelf 
to ſce and give your ap- 
plauſe, 


The Uifion of 
plauſe, you may be one of 
the Teachers of their Myſte- 
ries, fay I to him; Let a- 
lone to ſpeak of that, replies 
Aderba ; yet if you deſire me 
to be a beholder, I ſhall be 
Argus not Aderba, and ſhall 
imprint this ridiculous ſcene 
inmymind, Let us inthe | 
mean while go into the inner 
part of the houſe, whilft the 
teat of this raging and noiſe- 
making multitude is in its | 
height, where we may ſatishe 
our growing curiofity more 
ſecretly. -1 conſent, and with 
much ado opens my way | 
through this croud. Aderba 
did follow me,and ſeeing tlie 
moſt part of this Myltitude | 
diſguiſed, he whiſpered me | 
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of in the ear, that people began » 144y we wes 
>. | to mask themſelves*now the "3 /* 


x mofi part, as 
1. | bettertocftefuate their had 147, 
| » + and whori 
es deſigns, - I being moved with 't ces. 
ne the thing , takes an old man 


be ſtanding near me by the arm, 
ll and asked him, whether thoſe 
ne people nad ugly faces that 
he | they behoved to hide them, 
Val You lee, lays he, the marks 
he they have; by thofe bonds 
is the rage of their mouths, 
os | and teeth bridled. They- 14 ,.aw 


. | com ny 
"I re cms m_— och Mon 
on ers om ers for they 

Ye W you [AKE gf oh 


ich | be men; burtit'safinething 
ay | © live under a Vizard;to fain 
hn a countenance , that your 
lie mind may not be known, to 
ide | put on hypocrifie, that your 
me | manners may be commend- 


in | ed: 
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ed £ yet with ſuch Cardinal- 
like Ornaments doth Camus 
adorn thiis Prieſts, Being 
entertained with this drol- 
ling ſpeech, we came to the 
next entry. Here dida youth 
ſtand, with a great Botrle of 
Wine inthe one hand, and a 
big Cup in the other, filling 
the 11quor to thofe who en- 
tered. After hehad ſaluted 
us with a belching, ſmelling 
of Wine ; and Nedar, if you 
be dry, ſays he, take a Drink 
of this Wine : Aderba took 
the firſt pull, and turning to 
me, talt it, ſays he, and ftir 
up a delire of Eternity in 
your mind, 


For 
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For now ſince Heaw'ily 
NeAaar Ido drink, 
That it's an entry to new life, 
think, : 


He had ſcarce ſpoke,when 
I waſh'd my throat with the 
lame;This divine Liquor,fay 
I, would ſtir up thirſt in 
men already drunk.” But to 
let you know the delights of 
our houle, ſays the XY a= 
gain,this wine is ſo common 
with us, that our very ſlaves 
laſhes it out like water, and 
with that word defired us to 
go into the banquetting- 
houſe, In theentry where- 
of we ſee the naked ſtatue of 
Venus.,made of white marble, 
as if ſhe had been coming 
D owl 
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out of the. foaming waves, 
To what end fhall I hide her 
ſhape to the detriment of hey 
beauty ? In this Marble, Ve- 
nus was repreſented to the 
life. - Cupid hard by her, a 
Boy 'of laſcivious carriage , 
like to his Mother ,, arm'd 
with wings,Bow and Flames, 
wherewith he burns and 
tarments the hearts of poc 
lovers,did with a blind 
ſhake one of love's darts. 
Near the wall upon the 
right hand was the tigure of 
Bacchas ,: freſh and lively, 
with the. ripe fruits of the 
Vintage, he had a Javelin jn 
his hand, but its point was 
made incffeftual by a knot of 


Ivy, banging therein : y_ | 
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the left hand was Ceres, hav- 
ing her head dreſſed with 
Garlands, made of the ears 
of Corn, pouring out 1n a 
large Cup, the happy fruits 
and golden plenty of the 
Fields. There you might 
alſo behold the ſolemniries 
ofa,wedding, by which Lun- 
derſtood that we were come 
to the Bed-chamber of Co- 
man, Forthere were new- 
married Virgins walking 
veiled, with their marriage 
Rings on their hands, and 
ſeeming to fing marriage 
Songs, $0. having taken a 


lery, where we fed our cyes 
with new cauſes of admira« 
D2 £10n, 


SO. ha _—__ 
view of this holy place, * we tn rf", 


teturned into a ſtately Gal- 
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tion, Here were Zeuxis, 
Paccafrus, Apelles, * and all 
the reſt of that occupation. 
Here were Lyſippus, Phidias, 
and Praxitiles , * ſo we did 
behold the wonders of meer 
Art, either drawn or carved. 
As I was going flowly, and 
looking about the Gallery, I 
ſee one at the end thereof 
walking with a ſuperſtitious 
pace. Heſeem'd ſometime 
to ſpeak, ſometime to hold 
his peace, when he was me- 
ditating heſtood like a ſta- 
rue,incontinently he walking 
haſtily, and throwing his 
arms acroſs, he did con- 
found his whole ſpeech with 
his fooliſh geſture. He was 


-making a Song. in praiſe of 


dark- 
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darkneſs, which he had never 
«That & to [ay 


| ſeen {ober,* and did ſo much te wa atwy 
extol it, that he had almoſt j,Whiies. 


ternoon, which 
obſcured the whole Heavens, |," ae 
and was like to have turned tenrimer in the 


. per [on of 
the world intoancther Chaos. wack: brain's 
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l No Sun as yet did give the 
f world its light ; 

$ Nor yet did grow the Horns 
: of Luna bright. 


And again, 

That Alcmena ſhould not 
7 great Jove eſcape, 

3 ' He turn'd himſelf into her 
husbands ſhape. 


71 And again, Mars did fre- 
* | quent his Venus, Love his 


D 3 Phyche; 
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Phyche; and now, ſays he, 
(when poctical Fables fail'd 
» necaufe re. 01) the god Comus 1s given 
__ «for IN Marriage to Nox. * Sq 
4c in ce When he had run aver the 
wghe,theefore (bje& of what he had to. fay, 
mt1.« m7" and ended his ſpeech more 
—, arae4 obſcure than night it ſelf, he 

' took out of his pocket a little 
ſtone book, and began, to 
mutter ſome ambiguous 
words. I thought I had been 
at Athens in the School of 
the Stoicks : But coming up 
to him with a chearful coun- 
tenance ; 1 pray you Sir,ſaid 
I, (it I be not troubleſome ta 
you ) tell me if Learning 
dwels inthisplace? He com- 
18g as it were out of a deep 
ſtudy., Are you Inquiring 
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| and be merry in this place a 


Theodorns Vere. 
concerning. Learning , fays 
he? yes yes ſhe dyels here: 
The Treaſure of Wit, and 
Learning 1s: in very greate- 
ſteem amongſt the Cimmeri- 
ans. Bacchus gives us con- 
fidence,and eloquence,drink 


ſhort time,and you ſhall pre- 
ſently become a Poet, It is 
not {o. difficult a journey 


from hence to Parnaſſics *, as 5omnica 
every man thinks, Endea- # the Peets for 


the Muſes 
vour 0 make but a Satyre, or dwelling chevy 


Epigram, gather together 
a.number of |yes and calum- 
nies, fcoff at the verrues of '9-. 
thers, flatter vices, and car- 
rupt manners, and you ſhall 
preſcatly become 'a Poet. 
This he ſpoke,and was'going 
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to deſcribe the whole family 
of Apollo,when ſome ſervants 
come, and tells us, that Co- 
mus was {c! down to Ta- 
ble, and that he waited for his 
Gueſts, Whereupon in an 
inſtant Aderba and I are left 
alone. What do we ſtand for, 
ſays Aderba, tome ? we may 
g0 In with them without 
fear. - Forthough you have 
no ſtomach for their dain- 
ties, yet we may behold their 
vanities; and with that we 
followed the reſt into the 
great, Parlour, At a little 
diſtance did Comus fit down 
by himſelf, and all the reſt of 
the company fate. dovyn, 
according to their Age, Sex, 


ha 
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Ihſa ſinus accinfa Ceres Bac- 
chuſq; laborant 


Sufficere. 


To what purpoſe ſhall I 
give you a relation of his 
magnificent Dainties ? his 
Meat was correſponding to 
the Dignity of his Houle; al- 
beit the Marble-pavement 
had divers Emblems cut 
thereon, albeit the roof of the 
Houſe did gliſter with gilded 
Picures, yet his Diſhes did 
out-ſtrip all thoſe , both in 
Art and Value. 


Loud ſounding Cymbals, and 
melodious Lates 
Did ſweetly ſound, 4s alſo 
Pipes and Flutes. 
But 


4&2 


® 4 People ine 
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gion of Gallia 

Ciſalpin, vow 
aclled Lombar- 
dic, 
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But caſting my eyes about. 


the Room, I ſpied an old 
Man of a lively countenance, 
upon whom when I had 
looked mere attentively, Is 
this my very good, and dear 
Friend Zabutius, or da my 
yes deceive me ? yes ſays 
he, very joyful to ſee me; 
yau behold your friend, full 


of years, and brought here 


from the very /nſubrians, * 
And doth fleep, fay I ro him 
again, carry ſuchan old age 
upon its wings ? It is ſo ſays 
Tabutius, and Iam now re- 
flefting ſeriouſly upon my 
youth, as if l had not chang- 
ed my habitation: but my 
age. In the mean. time 

comes Aderba ; and. throw- 


ing 
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ing his arms about his neck, 

whilſt he was ſpeaking, did 
kiſs him moſt tenderly - bur 
Tabutius taking us afide tq 
the furtheſt part of the room, 
began his Speech in this 
manner. 

This Cimmerian God 1s 
not unknown tome; in my 
youth, my blood did boyl 
within me, as well as tn 0- 
thers : 1 ſpent {ome part of. 
my-.time 1n ſportsand revels, 
We have no ſpring without 
bloſſows.; but it is not. gran- 
ted by nature to bloſſom at 
all ſeaſons; Therefore hav- 
ing laid afi de all triffes, 1 fer 
my ſclf to ſer10yus matters, to 
uietneſs, and to. learn wil- 
om, I beheld the type, of 

4 
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2 diſſolute and corrupt life, 
only'to reprehend,and laugh 


* The three atit., Imagine me to be V- 
Daxgbters of 


Achelow and Lyſſes, Whom all the Sirenes * 
Calliope, who 


Sea were wont 
ro fe.caas, hoves you to beſtrangers to 


= this place, * and not ſomuch 
raw . 
Paſergers 9 AS frequent the ſame in your 


them, whom 


they ſlew * they thoughts. This Comus 1s a 
A ::/rew, fomenter of vice, inſnares 
——_— the ſpirits of men with de- 
wes arc oonr lights, and effeminares them : 
Lewiow ed Theſe two whom you {ee 
ng & there, Luxury, and Laſcivi- 
men ere. = Quineſs, are vices, and ex- 
tinguiſh whar ever is 
good in man. What is the 
reſt of that wanton rabble, 
but nox1ous blaſts of wind, 
that can hardly blow upon 
you without danger of infe- 


10n, 
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Ron. There 1s no love here, 
but diſfimulation, no true 
friends, but Lords and Ma- 
ſters. Do you not behold 
their pleaſant, and jovial 
countenances ? under thoſe 
do they hide their envy and 
malice, If you be not cau« 
tious, their feigned courtefic 
will deceive you : Neither 
can you ſo much as admit of 
a benefit from them without 
hurt ; Comus he's baniſhed 
candor, and ingenuity, but 
he's made diflimulation and 
deceit free Citizens, They 
are courteous until they 
think they have obliged you; 
But then they aſſume the 
command, and if they have 
not a friend altogether con- 
forma- 


The Uiſcion of 
formable to their will, they 
begin to hate him. Bur 
ſpeak the truch;ambition did 
hiſt introduce thoſe faults, 
and che good uſe of feaſts, 
and friendſhip was loft, after 
the moderate officts of hu- 
manity were ſtain'd with 
Luxury, 1 had rattitr ſpeak; 
by example than by words, 
You know your {elves that 
love and frugality are not in- 
eonſiſtetit. In a Feaſt there 
ſhould be neatheſs, bur a 
comely and well-beſeeming 
nefitheſs, Without prodti- 
ality, trouble , or oſtenta- 
tioh. Diſhes to refreſh; not 


vyercharge the ſtomachs of 


your Gueſts, they ſhonld nos 
ſafter the ſmbak of their 
| Kitchins 
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Kitchins toallarm the Cen- 
tinels, as if their houſes were 
ready to be turn'd into 


* flames, nor ſhould they let 


all their neighbours know 
that they are to feaſt their 
Gueſts. As awiſeman lives, 
fodoth he likewiſe care for 
his friend, and diſpoſes him 
to ſobriety no leſs by his ex- 
ample than by his words. 
But to what purpoſe 'is a 
grave Speech againſt luxury, 
if his Actions be diſagreea- 
bleto his Speech, 


Qgi Curios ſumulant Wy Bi- 


chanalia vivunt. 


Who fames himſelf a Curio * 


to be 


in - 
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In ſpeech, but lives moſt prone 


to Luxury. 


I hate thoſe men,who have 
wiſe Speeches in their 
mouths and folly in. their 
minds, have a care that your 
good behaviour do not difa- 
gree from your naturalincli- 
nation thereto, He can eafily 
confute luxury in words, 
who hath begun ſo rodo in 
his good carriage, and I dare 
do it, eſpecially amongſt 
you, whom | know inclined 
to vertue. Such friends 
would 1 defire always pre- 
ſent with me, to ſuch would 


I ſtill keep a free Table, 
But 
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But of a Gormandizer Um 


aware, 
Who cares not for my ſmall 
and homely fare. 


I fo prepare Meat to my 
Friends, and orders my 
Feaſt, as if I were to Sup a- 
lone ; neither 1s 1t a ſhame 
tor me to ſhew my frugality, 
wherewith none but unſober 
men will be offended. To 
what purpoſe is it to be ſo 
prodigal, and to be at as 
much charge for one Sup- 
per, as a mans Eſtate will at- 
ford him for many dayes £ 
how {weet is that fare that on- 
ly expelleth hunger.that nou- 
riſheth, but not deſtroys the 
vigor of the mind, that feeds 
E bur 
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but doth not overcharge: A 
Gueſt ſhould be ſent away, 


that as he came, ſo the next | 


day he may return, He 
pays too much for his Sup- 
per who lofeth his health 
thereby : and he takes too 
great a price for the expence 
he hath been at, who ufeth 
authority to endanger mens 
healths by eating and drink- 
ing. But fays Zabutius,, let 
us goto the next room, where 
we may diſcourſe with more 
freedom, and greater ſecre- 
ſie ? So he leads the way and 
we follow. Here was no- 
thing but quietneſs. The 
Torches and Lamps did caſt 
a dull light, Sleep had 
ſweetly diffuſed w felt 
amongſt 
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amongſt thern, Some whom 
the fume of the Wine had tn- 
roxicate,were lying along the 
chairs,others lying with their 
heads together on the Paye- 
ment wereasyethuggingtheir 
jugs. Aderba pleaſed with 
the fight, what, ſays he, are 
thoſe alſo Poets? Bur I told 
him , that Comus was the 
Muſes Apollo in this place. 
Then 7abutius looking with 
4 great gravity, ſpoke 1n this 
maner. all thoſe thews which 
you ſee, and have ſeen are 
deceicful and hurtful ; yet 
with ſuch is the mind of man, 
through bad cuſtom cor- 
rupted. Therefore conſult 
your reaſon.and deſpiſe ſuch 
impoſtures ; for there isno 
K 2 rrue 
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true liberty but in wiſdom, 
nor glory but 1n vertue, 


To ſhun a vice ts vertue, ſure 
you'l prant, 

Wiſdom begins when we do 
folly want, 


If you regard your liber- 
ty, be ſtrangers to this place, 
to fit, drink and babble are 
the ſolemnities of their 
Feaſts : by ſuch 1s ſobriety 
o'recome. But it we will 0- 
bey her precepts, whatever 
1s above hunger, and thirſt, 
will be noyſometo us; And 
ts 1t not a grear trouble to a 
fober man to ſit all day 6 all 
night at a Banquet? It would 
be a tolly torelate their flat- 
tering 
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tering ſpeeches when they in 
vite you, They will tell you 
that you ſhall fit as ſhort 
time as you pleaſe, you ſhall 
eat and drink what you wlll; 
and that there ſhall be no 
Cups preſs'd upon you more 
than if you were at bode; 
but when they begin to orOW 
warm with wine, then they 
change their ſpeech. 


Come, pray you. eat and drink. 
and merry be, 
And pleaſe your ſenſual appe- 


tites with me. 


Spare ſome hours to your 
Genius and friends, ſay they, 
let ſerious matters alone til] 
to morrow, you ſhould not 
K 2 OVEr- 


53 


54 


The Uiſton of 


overwhelm your minds with 
clouds of care; for F ealts 
were ordain'd to this end 
for men to refreſh their wea- 
ried minds with mirth. 


_ OI 4Cato's Vertue did grow 
warm 


With Wine oft-times, &c. 


Imitate him, and lay afide 
your ſevere gravity for a 
thart time, that you may re- 
turn more freſh, and lively, 
to your Cares and troubles, 
They muſt beobeyed,though 
againſt your will, and ſo the 
Dinner is prolonged cill late 
inthe night, and the Supper 
till themorning ; and Meat 
finds no reſt to digeſt for 
drinking. | Then 


| 
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Then the Guefts them. 
ſelves (for the moſt part Jare 
as laſcivious, as the Maſters 
of the Feaſt ; for the very 
Air cannot pleaſe them, un- 
lels it ſmell with oyntments 
and perfumes, and that no- 
thing may be wanting to laſ- 
clviouſnels, you would 
think that all Arabia * were TED 
removed to the Cimmerians. #70274 
Before they fit down they : 
muſt waſh, neither 1s this 
without prodigality, For .,, c,,.. ; 
Comus * he's found out a \* + robe wn- 


. 1 4 yſlo:d the 
better Liquor to waſh with 4g: a- 


than water, (whick yet Pin- - nog hv 
darus calls the beſt,) com- 
pos'd of the juice of flowers. 
They care not for pure wa- 
ter, Wherewith men by a 


E 4 whole- 
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wholeſome inſtinCt of nature, 
did uſe to quench their 
thirſt. 1 henthere 1s a com- 
plementative contelt about 
their Seats ; every one ſeem- 
ingly refuſes the place, but 


they would all have it with 
equal defire, Here did 7a- 


butius make a paule,and as if | 


he had been gathering mat- 
ter of a further diſcourſe, he 
deſired us to lay up thoſe ſe- 
r10us matters in our minds, 
whereof he had been treat- 
Ing, and withall did give us 
an invitation towalk. With 
that he riſes himſelf, and 
leading us along ſlowly, he 
promiſed us a long narrat1- 
on. We had taken two or 
three turns through the 
- room, 
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room, when one of thoſe who 
were ſleeping, did awake,and 
being troubled that the 
Lights burned fo dully, he 
runs and pours more Oyl 
therein, by which darkneſs, 
in a moment was expelled, 
So that with the new Light, 
there was alſo a new occalion 
given to 7Zabutius toinlarge 
his broken off diſcourſe. But 
whilſt we are preparing our 
ſelves to hear, behold our 
good friend Eupantus comes 
running out of the dining 
Room, dragging his Cloak 
after him as it he had been in 
oreat haſt, yet ſhewing Ver- 
rue not Luxury in his coun- 
tenance, Hewas beginning 
to ſpeak, but 7abutius pre- 

yented 
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vented him ; how now ſays 
he, do you forſake the de- 
lights, and mirth of Comus 
after this manner ? whereare 
your Garlands ? and why do 
not you mask your ſelf as 
well as others? I would do 
any thing, replies Eupantus 
to get out of this place ; for 
I have not found the God 
Comus here, but hifling, and 
reproach ; Calumny he's 
thrown her drunken poyſon 
upon Me, So many tongues, 
ſo many ſtripes,which could 
hardly be digeſted by the 
ſtomach of ſome ſelf-denied 
Philoſopher. 1 was welcom- 
ed with this unexpetted pu- 
nifhment, before 1 knew my 
Crime ; Butasking what my 
fault 
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fault was, they anſwered that 
I had offended the God of 
Feafting by a twofold im- 
piety, Then 7abutivs 1n- 
terrupting him ; by what im- 
picty I pray you, ſays he? 
the very ſame-replyed Eu-: 
pantus, whereby you taught 
me two vertues ; to wit, ſ0- 
briety and ſijence, 1 offen- 
ded indeed, becauſe I did 
eat, drink, and ſpeak little ; 
and I was reprehended as a 
Scholar of Pythagorical gra- 
vity, becauſe I did hold my 
peace. This 1s to be regra- 
red, that you ſhould be ca- 
lumniated, and reproached, 
becauſe you knew to bridle 
your tongue. Yes fays Eu- 
pantus, banithment 1s pre- 
| | pared 


Lhe Uiſion of 


pared for me by the Tri- 
bunes of this drunken rab. 
ble. Therefore I amreſoly- 
ed to prevent them, and to be 
gone this ſame night, that ir 
may be known I-go of my 
own accord,and not by com- 
pulfion. After ſuch like 
ſpeeches were ended, he in- 
quired for his friend Virus : 
. did you not ſee him ſays he 
to Tabutius ? For they fay 
he is alſo wandering in this 
place of darkneſs ; but he 
will fall into ſome misfor- 
tune if he donot beware, and 
get him gone quickly. Lay 
afide your fear for Virus,lays 
Tabutius : he hath been cir- 
cumſpect enough, and 1s 
gone already, and we are 
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going the ſame way, Go you 
before in a good time, and 
we will follow you. Where. 
upon incontinently bidding 
us farewell, he went out of 
the Palace by a poſtern Gate. 
Then Zabutins thinking up- 
on the adventure of Eupan- 
tus,, began to reaſſume his 
Diſcourſe in this manner. 
This talkative humour, 
(for the want of which Ex- 
pantus was reprehended, ) 
15 now one of the greateſt 
faults committed 1n a Feaſt, 
and it's become ſo impu- 
dent, as to alſume the name 
of vertue ; too muchtalk he's 
repreſſed Eloquence, and 
boldneſs, modeſty; But O 
ſuch ſpeeches ! there 1s no- 
thing 
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thing that's ſerious, good, or 
grave therein, & words pro- 
ceeds from their mouths 
withgreat imprudence.Here- 
in aretheyblame worthy,not 
to premeditate what they 
tpeak, and to ſpeak unadvi- 
ſedly what proceeds from 
their mouths only, 


Quod enim in corde ſobrii, 
Hoc ipſum in lingua ebrit. 


What a man doth ſober think, 
Theſame he vents when he's 
in drink. 


As the mind of man," fo 
ts his ſpeech : one ſpeaks of 
his Merchandize, another of 
his AFions at Law, the third 


of 
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of his Riches, and another 
of his Pleaſure and [uſts, and 
another boaſts of his Pride 
and Arrogance, Modeſty, 
Ingenuity , honeſt Poverty, 
and wiſdom are 1l[-{poken 
of,as Enemies to Vice. What- 
ever any man ſpeaks or does 
in a Feaſt, is blown in the 
ears of the whole Afſembly, 
and a number of drunken 
criticks, ſlanders mens Re- 
putation , and blames the 
judgment of others, becauſe 
they are deceived in their 
own. There are ſome of 
them again, who regards no- 
thing but their Gold, nor no 
man but themſelyes. They 
look upon Learning as idle 
toys, and deſpiſe not only 
Learn- 
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Learning it ſelf but the ef- 
tes thereot, But ſeeing we 


have begun to ſpeak w 


Learning and its effetts , le 
us (laughing at their idle 0. 
pinions) make 2 little, bur 


uſeful digreſfion concerning - 


the ſame. It 1s an excellent 
effe& of Learning, when a 
man gives his good life, and 
carriage, as an example [0 0- 
thers, when his writings are 
not ſo much regarded as his 
deeds. It's more commen- 
dable to be good, than 
learn'd, though both be 
praiſe-worthy. It's the 
goodnels of your wit may 
make you learned, bur it's 
the excellency of your ſoul 
free from terrene paſſions, 


anc 
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& taken up with more pure, 
and fpirituab objects, muſt 
make' you good. SO you 
ſhould exerciſe your wit to 
make your mind glorious ; 
none are content with the 
bloſſom, all ſeeks the fruir. 
Erudition is the flower, and 
wiſdom 1s the fruit. But we 
are oft-times deceived with 
the ſhadow of unprofitable 
ſtudies ; for what we do on- 
ly for pleaſure, is either un- 
Srofit le, or hurtful ; and 
to be curious to know rifles, 
1s no better thanto know na- 
thing atall : Que ſrve conti- 
nees nibil reg conſcien- 
tiam Juvant : Toe profer 6s, 
non dofior videberis ſed mo- 
leftiof, ; 

F Bui 
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\ - But now ye have walked 
enough, let us take our Seats, 
fays Tabutius, and begin our 


—_ where we digreſſed, | 
eaſts fays he, for the moſt | 
art. are the very Seminaries | 


of babblimg. Sometime they 


cry out, now they ſpeak all 


at ONCE, 
Fit ftrepitus teflis, vocemqne 
per ampla wolutant 

Atria. 


I deteſt that company , 


where you cannot hold your | 


eace without reproach, 
_ "when it would be a folly to 
ſpeak, And it is a folly to 
fpeak, when none are filent. 
As one loſeth his labour,who 


plays 


Go Oey fo .ACCu © f=..c 


ws oY Yo Rt bt oY pe ins 


wad Y% © 


Theodorus Verax. 
plays on an Inſtrument near 
to great fall of water from 
4 high place ; fo it fares 
with that man; who would 
begin any good diſcourſe in 
* k To begin 4 
Comus * Company ; There- —— 


fore I think he ſpeaks beſt anong# « con- 
who holds his peace, Yet 'ubunes. © 
this was Eupantus his crime; 
but 1f we would look aright 
into the thing, it was becauſe 
he was ſober. and had not 
put his judgment out of its 
proper placethrough intem- 
perance, Now I have faid 
that garrulity proceeds from 
ebriety. It was a good ſay- 
ing of Bias, when at a Feaſt 
one call'd him a Fool, be- 
cauſe he was filent : but what 
Fool can hold his peace,lays 
F 3 he, 


£8 


Athens, who could be filent 
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he, above Cups. I will add 
alſo the anſwer of Zeno,men- 
tioned by Plutarch, as a 
great Elogy of filence. A 
certain man of Athens, feaſt- 


ing ſome of Philip King of | 


Macedon's Embaſſadours, 
did alſo invite certain Philo- 
ſophers, when all were 


ſpeaking, and every man 


putting in his fine witty tale, 
only Zeno was filent ; The 


Embaſſadours admiring the + 


ſame, yet entertain'd him 
courteouſly , and drinkin 
to him, deſired him to ſhow 


them, what they ſhould fay 


ro their King concerning 
him. Nothing, ſays he, but 
that there was an old Man in 


In 


þ 
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in his Cups, Let us follow 
therefore and put in practice 
that laudable Speech, and 
deſpiſe thoſe drunken, and 
fooliſh babblers, ro whom 
the very name of a grave,and 
uiet man.1s hatetul. Learn- 
ed Antiquity did oppoſe fi- 
lence, to ebriety ; and Phi- 
loſophers did give this deh- 
nition of Ebriety ; wanilo- 
quentia in vino, Ababbling 
in Wine; drinking,faith Plu- 
tarch, is not very blameable, 
if it be done with filence, Bur 
a drunken Man cannot but 
play the Fool, and is ſtill 
prating 1n all places. How 
delervedly 1s Eupantus to 
be commended, wha did pre- 
ſerve the authority he had 0- 
PF 3 ver 
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ver his judgment, in the 


midſt of ſuch talkativemad- | 
neſs, Thereſhould be ſome | 


amongſt ſomany whoſhould 
givecar, and they cannot dg 
ſo unleſs they be filent. Yet 
I do not approve of a 
ſpeechlets Feaſt ; 1t's comely 
they ſpeak if they time it 
rightly, and do not ſpeak too 
much, but with ſober men, 
with few, and with their e- 

uals : but in Comus his 
Feaſts there is ebriety, mul- 
titude, and diſparity, Fealt- 
ing now adays, 1s neither 
thought fine, nor pleaſant, 


wherein ebriety is not predo- 


minant.Ebriety (faith Seneca 
moſt excellently )kindles and 
diſcovers every Vice, it re-+ 
MOVES 
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moves Shame, that 1s oft- 
times an hinderance of bad 
praftices ; For there are 
ſome who abſtain to do evil, 
more through ſhime than 
fear of puniſhment. Where 
roo much Wine hath intox1- 
cated the brain, what ever 111 
lyeth hid in man, comes out 
ſuddenly. Ebriety doth not * 
beget* but brings forth vice. 


Y:2 it both 
e:ets and 
rizgs forth 


The libidinous man, in ** 


drink , doth not wait for a 
Bed to fatiate his Luft 
therein ; the haſty man doth 
bridle neither congue, nor 
hands; pride domincers in 
the proud, cruelty in the 
crael, and enyy in the 
envious. After this manner 
they live, and they go by 

F 4 Cups, 
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Cups, as by degrees, to fool- 
iſh madneſs. One drinks 
your good health, another 
your Miſtretſes, another your 
good fortune, ey'ry man 
uafts it out ; and if you do 
not the like, you wrong the 
God of Banquets, and your 
Friends. He whodrinksto 
you, as he was made quafft it 
out, ſo he preſſes you todo 
the like, or e!{e muſt do it for 
you,whereby he cannot favor 
another mans health,unles he 
drown his own, and ſo vices 
begun when men are in 
drink, grow ſtrong when 
they are ſober. Then begin 
they(being mad withdrink) 
to ſing wanton and laſcivi- 
aus Songs, which is followed 


by 
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by a confuſed bellowing of 
the whole multicude. Bur 
how opportunely he's the 
ſeries of my diſcourſe 


brought me to ſpeak of 


this! for do you not hear 
this very ſame kind of Mu- 
ſick, either I am deceived, or 
the ſame 1s performing we 
are ſpeaking of, and with 
that holding his peace, hed1id 
g1ve both of us liberty to go, 


and behold, while he him{elf 


took a [1ttle repoſe. Then tak- 
ing Aderba bythe hand, let us 
oo, ſay I, and behold with 
our eyes chis fooliſh cuſtom. 

So making no delay, I came 
to the door, leading Aderba 
along with me, where we did 


{ee with our eyes, all that 
Tabu- 
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Tabutius had told us to be 
crue, 

But another ſhow, worthy 
the taking notice of, repre- 
ſented it (elf to us an.old WO- 
man full of years and wrin- 
kles, carrying 1n her viſage, 
the deſerved puniſhment of 
her former impiety, that 1s 
a noſe ſhorter, than what na- 
ture had given her, dragging 
a great Munkey in a chain, 
which did (o obſerve the mo- 
tion of its Leader, chat men 
would have thought the old 
woman had been teaching 
the beaſt to dance a Carrant, 
Comus in his merry humour 

« weaſe « COMmanded this old Hag to 
now4i on: Come tO him, whom he moſt 
Covi Fe. kindly faluted again * and 
Veurites» again | 
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again, This honour made 
her fo bold as to place her 
ſelf ar the head of the Table, 
and as the only Prieſt of Ve- 
nus, enjoyn'd the whole 
company to live and love. 

Whereupon Aderba ſeeing 
the confidence and impu- 
dence of this deformed Pan- 
der, inquired of an old man 
ſtanding near him, what ſhe 
was. This woman ſaid he, 
was of old the Nurſe,now the 
Mother and Friend of Co- 
mus ; all her bufineſs is to 
make new marriages every 
day, and to find out conve- 
nient places for Lovers, 
where they may enjoy their 
ſtoln imbraces with ſecur1- 
ty ; nay, ſhe is able to bring 


Jupiter 
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Fupiter and Diana together 
without the help of a golden 
ſhower, and that you may 
know her fidelity to the 
bawdy intereſt, ſhe hath loſt 
her Noſe 'in the Service, 
Then ſaid Aderba, I pray 
you Father, do me the favour 
to tell me how ſhe came by 
chat misfortune, whereupon 
the old man taking us afide, 
and conjuring us to ſecre- 
fie, began this Story as fol- 
loweth. 

There was a Lady in the 
Country of the Cimmerians, 
wife toa perſon of Quality, 
and in her, had beauty, and 
chaſtity ( Graces ſeldom 
found in one perſon centred 


themſelyes, according to the 


COM- 


| 


| 


Theodorus Verax. 


common opinion of all, But 
as Vices are oft-times veiled 
with vertuous Pretenſions ; 
fothis Lady, chaſt till mar- 
ried, was immediately in- 
flamed with an unlawful af: 
fe&ion, (ſuch 1s the efficacy 
of immoderate luſt ) and 

laced that kindneſs due to 
- husband, upon a ſoul- 
dier, whom ſhe had ſeen ac- 
cidentally in a Bath. Ar 
firſt her Husband admired 
what occaſioned the coldneſs 
of her conjugal duty ,. and 
obſcured the uſual ſerenity 
of her pleaſant countenance, 
endeayouring by all careſſes 
imaginable, to banith out of 
her thoughts, thoſe melan- 
cholick ſymptomes of a 
crou- 


The Uilton of 
froubled mind : But when 
he could by no means reduce 
her to her former compla- 
cency : he preſently ſulpe- 
Ged ſome new love was 
ſtriving with his, for the ſ0- 
veraignty. For although 
ſhe did carefully conceal her 


licentious paſſion, with the | 


veil of hypocrifie ; and en- 
deavoured by her diſcreet 
deportment, to ſuppreſs her 
laſcivious deſires, yet the 
perplexity of her mind, her 
unquet nights, her intter- 
rupted diſcourſes, and ſeve- 


ral other tokens of a heart 19n- 


flamed with luſt, were ſufhi- 
cient arguments to him of 
her adulcerous defires. Be- 
ſides this Gentleman, raging 
wit 


en 
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with jealoulie, did take ſuch 
notice of her behay1our, that 
Argus did not more careful p, * the miffrit of 


Jupit 1 bom 
obſerve the motions of Io * Junorwnedin- 


then he did hers. And at am 54s 
laſt to try her fidelity,he pre- 9,70 ave 
tends 2a journey , thereby 
thinking todete( her diſcale, 
and confirm himſelf in his 0- 
pinion, So taking Money, 
and other neceffaries for 
three weeks ſtay ; away he 
goes the next morning, The 
Lady (loth to loſe fuch a fair 
nity of obtaining her 
defires, ) ſent for this old 
woman, as the fitteſt inſtru- 
ment whereby to put her de- 
ſigns in execution, to whom 
ſhe diſcovers her paſſion, 


willand pleaſure,and giving 
her 


7” 


to 
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her a piece of money, promi- 
fed her larger rewards, after 
the performance of the bufi- 
neſs, The time appointed by 
them for hergallant to come, 
was the ſame night; fo a- 
way ſhc goes in ſearch of 
the Souldier, and finding 
him, did inform him of 
the paſſionate love the Lady 
had for him. Whereunto 
he contented, being forward 
enough of himſelf ; and 
therefore promiſed to be 
walking before the Gate, at 
the time appointed, In the 
mean while leaſt. her love 
ſhould grow cold, ſhe provi- 
ded a Bed, Banquet, and ex+ 
cellent Wines, wherewith to 


entertain her martial Gallant. 
The 
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The Sun did leave our Horri. 
zon, as aſhamed to be a wit- 
neſs of their wickedneſs , 
when 'the Souldier mindful] 
of his appointment, makes 
haſt to.the Lady's Houſe, but 
the Gate being ſhut (for he 
was not to knock) he walked 
roo and again, till it ſhould 
be opened to him. In the 
mean while, the Husband 
(lurking in ſome Friends 
Houſe all that day) at night 
made homeward ; and when 
he came near the Gate, he 
percety'd a Souldier,walking 
before the ſame, whom he i- 
magin'd to be the Mars of his 
Venus ; {o he went 1n, making 
as little noiſe as poſlible ; 


and running in a fury into 
his 
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his Wife's Chamber, he finds 


her fitting, fſolacing her | 


{elf with the thoughts of her 
approaching content : but 


her Husbands ſudden return 


did ſtrike her with ſuch a 
terrour, that ſhe ſate like a 
Statue (ſuch influences ha's 
ſudden ſurprizal upon the 
fpirits of women, that it de- 
prives them of their natural 
vigour, ) her guilty conſcl- 
ence fearing hisrage and jea- 
fouſie ſhould force him tq 


give her the juſt reward of 


her merits. On the other fide, 


his paſſion had ſo deprived | 


him of his natural faculty of 
ſpeaking, that he was forced 
only tobreath out that reveng 


which his rage would not ' 


ſofter 


== WW Oo OC. OM RsSSMYMO TT... 


= W- A. - #- o#— 


_ - 


 TheodorusVerax. 
fuffer him to utrer in words, 
Neicher need he uſe many to 
convince her of her bad in- 
tentions, forher preparation, 
and her good meat already 
upon the Table did accuſe 
tier, and then the luſty young 
Souldier walking before the 
Gate, all high preſumptions 
of ſome diſhoneſt intention. 
But to be ſhort (reſolving to 
make that a night of torment 
to her, which ſhe had prdai- 
ned for pleaſure,) heftrip'd 
ter naked, and ſo led her toa 
Pond, in the middle whereof 
he tied her faſt to a poſt, 
thinking by that means to 
cool the heat, that had occa- 
fioned her malady, and his 
jealoufie, There ſtood the 
G 2 Lady 


5 
* A Lady of 
exquiſite beau- 
ty, tryed to 4 
St:he at the 
Sea ſhore to 
be devoured by 
a Sea monſter, 
but reſcued by 
Perſcus. 
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Lady like Andromede * ex- 
petting ſome new Perſeus, to 
reſcue her from the fury of a 
jealous husband ; but the 
anxious Husband goes to 
bed, there to pacific his trou- 
bled mind with a little reſt, 
All this while, the Souldier 
(who had promiſed to him- 
ſelf, the ſweeteſt delights Ve- 
745 could attord,) was impa- 
tiently expecting the open- 
ing of the Gate, and when he 
had waited long in vain, he 
goes to the old womans 
houſe, where he finds her 
half naked, going to bed ; at 
what rate, ſaith he, muſt I 
buy this promiſed delighe 
from the Lady ? I have ſpent 
the better part of the night in 
walt- 
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waiting for the opening of 
the Gate, but it may be a 
deep fleep hath made her 
forget her appointment, go 
your way, anc defire her to 
let me know her pleaſure,and 
if ſhe have a mind I ſhould 
come, I am ready ; 1t not, to 
defer it till her conveniency 
ſhall ſerve. Without delay 
the old woman 'putting a 
Mantle about her thoulders, 
and taking the young man 
by the hand, lead him to a 

oſtern door, and with a Key 
ſhe had got from the Lady, 
the goes 11.3: but the had not 
gone far, till a lovely milk- 
white Statue preſented It 
ſelf to her view, whoſe ſhow- 
like whiteneſs did give light, 
G 3 in 
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in the obſcurity of the night, 
This unexpected light did at 

firſt ſurprize the old woman; 

but finding it to be the Lady 

Cwithout ſo much as condos» 

ling her misfortune.) ſhe de- 

livers the Souldiers Meſſage 
to her, which in ſpicht of 
her preſent condition was 
yet very acceptable to her. 

The Lady no leſs crafty than 
fair, begins to accoſt the old 
woman with pertwalive lan- 
guage, promiſing her great 
Rewards, and giving her aſ- 
{urances of perpetual friend- 
ſhip,if ſhe would untic her & 
help herto haye private con- 
verſation with her Gallant, 
To be ſhort ſhe is perſwaded 
to ſuffer her ſelfto be tyed to 
_ her 
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her place (a ſhow if expoſed 
ro publike view, would haye 


| forced laughter from the 


molt dejefted of men.) The 


| Lady puts on the old wo- 


mans Cloaths, and goes with 
all ſpeed to enjoy her long 


| deſired pleaſure. The Soul- 
 dier imagining her at the 


firſt tobe the old woman, de- 
fired to know the Ladies 
commands ; but her voice 
diſcovered her to be his 
wiſhed, and long waited for 
prey, where we leave them to 
enjoy thoſe pleaſures, which 
love could afford. Now we 
return to the Gentleman, 
whoſe penfive ſpirit wearied 
with long watching, did at 
laſt give place to ſleep. He 
G4 dreamed 
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dreamed his wife had got 
loſe, and not regarding her 
honour, was a&ing with the 
Souldier , and that he was 
transformed into a Satyre ; 
whereupon awaking ſud- 
denly, he felc with his hand 
if his body was nat over- 
oo with hair *, or if he 

ad horns and feet like to a 
Satyre, But 1f he had not 
Satyres horns, yet queſtion- 
leſs by this time he had the 
horns of a Cuckold ; Then 
jeaping out of his bed, he 
runs to the window (as 1t 
were to examine the truth of 
this dreamJand calls his wife 
by her name, but the good 
old woman underſtanding 


£00 late, the danger ſhe had 
- | 1 
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= her ſelf in, thought it 


er ſafeſt way not to "ag 
thinking by that means to 
keep her ſelf unknown ; but 
the Gentleman more enraged 
at her obſtinate filence, takes 
up a Knife lying upon the 
Table, runs down to the 
place where ſhe was, takes 
his ſuppoſed Wife by the 
Noſe, and cuts it clear off, 
then throw ing It at her face ; 
baſe woman ſfairh he, worthy 
of a greater puniſhment and 
diſgrace than this, take that 
and preſent it to-your Lover, 
as atoken of your affection 
towards him ; and ſo re- 
warding his wife, (as he 
thought according ro her 
merit) he returns to his bed, 
there 
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there tothink of this by-paſt 
ation,and to find ſome quiet 
for his troubled mind. What 
ſhall I ſay of the poor old 
woman? ſheis almoſt dead 
with the pain of her wound, 
and the fear of a further miſ- 
chief, not daring to vent her 


grief by howling for fear of 


being diſcovered, At laſt, 
the Ladytook her leave of her 
Souldier, 6: returned tc un- 
dergo what fortune had de- 
creed for her, but coming to 
the Pond, the ſadneſs of the 
old womans condition, made 
her admire the cruelty of her 
Husband, eſteeming her ſelf 
moſt happy to have eſcaped 
his fury ; and now ſhe en- 
deayours to confolate the old 
Woman, 
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Woman , and bidding her 
take a good heart, and tells 
her, that as ſcars of wounds 
were majks of Honour 
to the Sons of Mars; ſo 
that of hers, would be an e- 
verlaſting fign of her fidelity 
to the intereſt of Venus, ad- 


| ding alſo,that ſhe would ſup- 


ply the defett of her natural 
Noſe, with an artificial One 
of Gold. With this hſt 


promiſe, the old Woman a 
| little pacified, ( who could 


have been- content to loſe her 
ears alſo ſor that mettal) tied 
the Lady again; and taking 

her cloaths, away ſhe 


| marches ; the Lady had nor 
' ſtood long at the Stake, t1]l 


(recollefiing her ſpirits, diſ- 


peried 


gf 
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perſed with the fear. of. Huf- 
bands further rage; the old 
womans misfortune, afforded 
her this trick, whereby to 
inveigle the underſtanding 
of her jealous Husband ; and 
therefore, at firſt, with a low 
and mournful voice did 
ſpeak upto him in this man- 
ner. 


Night's Queen, Heaw'ns lamp, 
Jove's Wife.ds ſifter bright, 

Why did 1 lately pay vows in 
your ſight ? 

Goddeſs of Mari'ge are. you 
cal'd and ſees. 
Such horrid cruelty with your 

bright eyes, 
Tou twinkling Stars, proofs 
of my honeſty ; 
Wax 
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Wax you not pale at much 
wrong 'd chaſtity ® 

Behold bere bound and naked 
do I fland, 

Wounded unjuſtly by my Hus- 
band's hand. 

Tfeem not chaſft, though chaſt 
indeed I be, 

Wrong'd by the rage of Hus- 
bands jealouſee ; 

Why do I live ? what furies 
do poſſeſs 

My ſpirits ? TI love to die, yet 
not the leſs, 

I'would die chaſt, as any in my 
ſtation, 

If | cannot live with my repu- 
tation. 

I love to die, and ſeek a man- 
like death, 

But when [ would, I cannot 

ſtop my breath ; Lu- 
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Lucretia chaft, to be ſo, ſtill 
declares, 

When ſhe, by death, did eaſe 
ber ſelf of cares. 

But if (alas) this may not 
granted be, | 

My Beauty, and my Noſe re- 
flore to me. 

Do not deſpiſe, great Queen, 
my bloody tears ; 


and do revenge my Husbands | 


cauſleſs fears, 


Let him feel the rage of thy | 


Deity, | 
And do reflore, what bis 
curs'd cruelty 
Did from me take, who, 
ſtrange dur$ be ſo bold 


On's Wife in raging manner 


to lay bold. 
And now great Goddeſs I do 
humbly pray Thy 
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Thy wronged power that ever 
know be may. 


After ſhe had ſpoke in this 
manner , ſhe feemed for a 
while to have ſome private 
diſcourſe with the Deity, and 
to ſpeak to her more famili- 
arly than alittle before. Then 
with a loud voice, direQting 


| her ſpeech to her Husband, 
| Come hither, ſaid ſhe, thou 
| moſtcruel of all men, who 
| Intended theeternal diſgrace 


of thy moſt chaſt Confort ; 


| and behold that Zuno, into- 


kenof my-innocence, ha's re- 
ſtored this face to its former 


| beauty, which thou, by thy 


tyrannical hands, had moſt 


| impiouſly deformed, The 


Gods 
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Gods knows my innocence + 
therefore I do rot regard 
what a wicked man either 
doth or thinks. O bleffed 
night, more glorious to me 
than all the former days of 
my life, ſtill to be celebrated 
by me while I live; go on 
officious tears, and run on a- 


nother account. My- face | 


ought now to be wet with ri- 
vers of joy.after It 1s reſtored 


to its former beauty by the | 


ſpecial favour of the Gods, 
But I call upon you, cruel 
and bloody Hang-man, come 
hither and underſtand thy 
wickednels ; that thou mayſt 
avert the wrath of the threat- 
ning Goddels, if it be pofli- 
ble, by thy fudden repen- 
Lance, 


| 
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tance. The Gentleman be- 
ing in a great confuſion at 
her diſcourſe, knew not what 
the matter could be; at firſt 
he thought it to be ſome 
dream, or 1llufjon of the 
night, andthat ſuch Miracles 
might rather be dream'd of 
than be in reality. But when 
he found certainly that he 
was awake, and had his mind 
free, nor did the woman ab- 
ſtain from her railings and 
curſes, all his fierceneſ(s was 
overcome by a vehement 
tear, and the thoughts of her 
innocence did ſucceed 1t. 
Rifing therefore out of his 
Bed, he lights a Candle to 
try the truch of the matter. 
And without delay, he goes 

H down 


98 


F Tun, 


The Uifion of 
down ſtairs, and comes to his 
wife, at whoſe fight, being 
bound, henow trembles. Then 
beholding her face with the 
help of the light, he finds it 
whole, and ſound, without ſo 
much as a ſcar. Whereat 
ſtanding ſtupid withadmira- 


tion, he began both to dereft | 


his wickedneſs, and to fear 
the ſudden vengeance of the 


angry Goddeſs * , Incon- | 
tinently throwing himſelf on | 
the ground, wet as yet with 
his wifes blood, he breaks | 


out in tears and cryes, And 


with the ſame fervency, de- | 


pry the wickedneſs of 
1s impious fury, he looſeth 


his moſt chaſt Spouſe, and as | 
a fignal teſtimony thereof, | 


brings 
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brings her again to her 
bed. So the Lady reco- 
yered both her Noſe and the 
affteFion. of her Husband. 
But the old woman, bribed 
with Money, packing up bag 
and baggage, did remove to 
the Palace of Comus, that the 
| whole buſineſs might be the 


| better conceal'd. She dwels 


now in this place, and uſing 


| the old Trade, ſhe 1s daily 
| prepating crafty venereal 
| Scenes. If you have a fancy 
\ forany mans wife, for a maid, 


or for a widow, ſhe will find 


| yay to bring youtogether; 


and by her means you ſhall 
find the full pleaſure of love. 
For you muft underſtand 


| thatin this land of darkneſs, 


H 32 chere 
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down ſtairs, and comes to his 
wife, at whoſe fight, being 
bound, henow trembles. Then 
beholding her face with the 
help of the light, he finds it 
whole, and ſound, without ſo 
much as a ſcar. Whereat 
ſtanding (ſtupid withadmira- 
tion, he began both to deteſt 
his wickedneſs, and to fear 


the ſudden vengeance of the | 
angry Goddeſs * . Incon- | 
tinently throwing himſelf on | 
the ground, wet as yet with | 
his wifes blood , he breaks | 
out in tears and cryes, And | 
with the ſame fervency, de- | 
precating the wickedneſs of 
his impious fury, he looſeth 
his moſt chaſt Spouſe, and as | 
a ſignal teſtimony thereof, | 


brings 
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brings her again to her 
bed. So the Lady reco- 
yered both her Noſe and the 
affteFion of her Husband. 
But the old woman, bribed 
with Money, packing up bag 
and baggage, did remove to 
the Palace of Comus, that the 
| whole buſineſs mig 'he be the 


| better conceal'd. She dwels 


now in this place, and uſing 


| the old Trade, ſhe 1s daily 
| prepating crafty venereal 
| Scenes. If you have a fancy 
| for any mans wife,for a maid, 


| or fora widoy, ſhe will find 


a way to bring you together ; 


| and by her means you ſhall 


find the full pleaſure of love. 


| For you muſt underſtand 


| that in this land of darkneſs, 


H 3 there 
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there are both Noble men 
who have handſome Ladies, 
and young luſty Gallants 
ready to dothem all ſervice 
imaginable. 

The Old Man ending his 
Story, with a joyful laughter, 
did joyn himſelf to the reſt 
of the multitude. Then did 
we return to the place from 
whence we came with a cau- 
tious celerity,Gfind Zabuting 
ſleeping where we lett him, 
who receiving us with heavy 
eyes, did ask us if we had 
{een enough of Comms diſtra- 
cied folly, and told that he 
had been fleeping while we 


were abſent, which he would | 
expel with another diſcourſe. | 


1 had begun to ſpeak of 


Ebriety, | 


| 


| 


| ſome to begin and end the 


| 
| 
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Ebriety,ſays he, now perhaps 
you have ſeen part of ir, But 
what good. man would not 
loath it ? They loſe their 
judgment left they ſhould 
find their feet, when it1s time 
to depart, you mult be car. 
ried cr at leaſt goſtaggering 
from the Table, leſt you ſeem 
not to be kindly entettain'd. 
It 1s alſo almoſt natural to 


day in drinking. Their 


thirſt begins betimes in the 


morning after their prece- 
dent night ſurfeit,, neither 
can it wait ti]l Dinner, They 


| hate the day, and fit up 


whole nights, that they may 


| enjoy the benefir of light in 


darkneſs, with the grea- 
Hh 3 rer 
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in Aavbneſs 
with the mul- 
ritude of lamps 
3n their drinh. 
ug Rooms. 
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ter delight. They rejoyce 


Craſſos tranſire dies lucemg; 
paluſtrem. 


They had rather make * 
day then have day ; for they 
eſteem more of Torches, and 


Lamps, than of the gloriouy | 


Sun, and they enjoy the 
night, but lofe the day ; far 
when we watch when we 
thauld (Jeep, we muſt of ne- 
peflity ſleep when we ſhould 
watch. And leaſt any thing 
ſhould be wanting to their 


folly, they guard themſfelvey | 


2gainſt ebricty by all devices 
wmaginable ; and herein 1s 
the victory purchaſed by art, 
he ts the braveſt fellow, and 


de- | 


Theodorus Verax. 
deſerves praiſes, and lawrels 
beſt, who is able to ſee his 
Pot-companions overcome, 
and lying at his feet , al- 
though he be ſcarce able to 
ſtand himſelf ? But when you 
have obtain'd the victory, 
and when after they have gl- 


| yen it over, andare lying el- 


ther (leeping or vomiting at 
your feet, and when by true 
valour forſooth you have 0- 
vercome them all, yer the full 
bottles ſhall overcome you. 

Then comes paleneſs and a 
trembling of the members, 


| and a more pitiful leanneſls, 


rorments you, through ebri- 
ety than through hunger. 

Then faintings and ſuch like 
ſtaggerings, though ſober, as 
H 4 when 
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when they are in drink, AF 
ter thoſe comes Dropfies,and 
a ſwelling in the belly, while 
the womb receives more than 
It 1s able co contain ; then 
there is a breaking our of a 
wateriſh bilous humour, and 
a waſting of the body, pains 
in the joynts, a debilitation 
of the nerves, and a palpita- 
tion therein : Then follow- 
eth Vertigo's In the head, the 
pains of the eyes, and ears, 
the torments in the brain,and 
the ſeveral ſorts of ſome ra- 
o1ng, ſome lent feavers, So 
that multitude of diſeaſes are 
the puniſhment of Luxury, 
For it we will follow the 0- 
pinion of Phylitians, we will 
tind that all thoſe dreggy 
clouds 
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clouds of fickneſs, are ſent 
forth of the fen of intempe- 
rance. A greatpart of man- 
kind doth deſtroy the 
ſtrength of the body by their 
exceſlive pleaſures, ſo they 
bear the evils of extream old 
age before their time. It E- 
briety would ceale, the life of 
man ſhould be more happy, 
and our Clergy need not 
be at the pains of making ſo 
many elaborate Funeral Ser- 
mons, Good Gods ! how 
violently doth wronged Nas 
ture revenge her ſelt ? Scarce 
doth miſerable mortals in- 
jure their bodies by their ri- 
ot, but they find the puniſh- 
ment thereof, We may 
therefore the more eaſily for- 
give 
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give this foul fault of drunk- 
enneſs, becaulc they ſuffer ſo 
much for what they do com- 
mit in that nature, their very 
fin turns their puniſhment. 
What need | ſpeak more to 
you, to make you deteſt this 
vice? Let them drink and 
debauch,but know aſfuredly, 
that pain, ſtupidity , weak- 
neſs, diſeaſes, and death it 
telf, ſhall be the inſeparable 
concomitants of their intem- 
perance, When Tabutius 
had put a period to his diſ- 
courfe, we were entertained 
with 2 pleaſant fight, One 
of thoſe infamous fellows 
who were (leeping in the 
room beſide us, burning with 
drought, getsto his feet, and 
{narches 
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ſnatches a Pot out of the arms 
of one of his companions ly- 
Ing next him, and when he 
had taken a great pull of the 
11quor, fleep coming upon 
him again, he laid himſelt 
down on a high feat, where 
again he was falling aſleep, 
ſupporting his head with 
his hand, which did alſo fol- 
low his nods ; but when 1t 
began to be heavier than his 
breech, he fell headlong from 
the bench, and daſh'd his 
pate againſt a bottle full of 
Wine, wherewith the Veſſel 
breaks ; and giving the fel- 
low a great wound in the 
forehead, did wet thoſe were 
lying by him:ſome of thoſe a- 
wakned withtheſudden noiſe 
takes 
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take their Comrade up, ſtays 
the blood, and incontinently 
binding up the wound with 
a linnen cloth, carries him a- 
way ; Then Aderbaaddrel- 
ſing himſelf to Tabutius, we 
have feen a fine ſport faith 


he; but whether worthy of 


hughter , or commiſeration 
I know not. But now re- 
turn to your diſcourſe faith 
he to ZTabutirs ; and becauſe 
you have ſpoken enough 
concerning ebriety, let us 
hear you ſpeak againſt the 
multitude of Gueſtsat a feaſt; 
tor (as 1 do remember, you 
did dif]ike of that in the ſe- 
cond. place. Whoſoever 
doth make a Feaſt, faith 7Za- 
butius, ſhould invite but few. 
But 
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But now they think it a cre- 
dir to have. a multitude of 
Gueſts. Yet which of the 
Muſes, or Graces ever had 
multitude in eſtimation. If 
welike to be merry, and the 
innocent pleaſure of honeſt 
divertiſement, we mult not 
think to find thoſe amongſt a 
multirude ; yet we fee that 
oreat numbers areaffefted by 


. * 11; * One of the 
all : and as Cr aſſus uled to em 


ſay, that no man was to be e- /«s. 
ſteem'd rich, but he who 
could maintain a whole Ar- 
my upon his own charges ; 
ſo may I fay that none 1s 
rich, but he who can make a 
Feaſt upon his own ex- 
penſes. Every man atftetts 
this ſplendour even with the 
ruine 
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ruine of his fortune, that he 
may frame himſelf to the ex- 
amples of laſciviouſneſs,and 
follow the faſhion of the 
times and place wherein he 
lives. 

The third fault is inequa- 
lity, and that is for the moſt 
part in a multitude, when 
people are invited of divers 
inclinations, fortunes, ſex, 
age and dignity, Let this 
ſaying of Epicure, be always 
in your memory ; to take 
heed firſt with whom you 
eat, and drink, before what 
you eat and drink, Now 
here fits the ignorant with 
the learned, the'rich with the 
poor, the man with the wo- 
wan, the old with the young, 
and 
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and the noble with che ple- 
beian. As you cannot mix 
water with fire without noiſe, 
ſo neither thoſe without bab- 
bling. The worſt amongſt 
them takes upon them to 
ſpeak , and the better ſort 
cakes all the authority upon 
them, Yet the baſer ſorr 
finds their proteCtors, and 
thinks it a diſgrace, that their 
liberty ſhould either be de- 
ſpiſed, or negle&ed, There. 
fore I think 1t prudently 
done to be ftlent, and more 
prudently done not to goto 


| ſuchmeetingsatall, eſpeci- 


ally if you are to feaſt with 
drunkards. a multitude, and 
not your equals. Friends 
are as equals, they are ordi- 

| narily 


Lhe Uiſion of 
narily but few, and joyned 
rogether by vertue, and fſo- 
briety. Amongſt ſuch, dif- 
courſe and hilarity are with- 
out offence ; For as waters 
are more pleaſant, which 
run with a gentle, and eafie 
noiſe, ſo are Feaſts, wherein 
are honeſt, pleaſant, and well 
timed diſcourſe, which are 
three vertues in a ſpeech 
proceeding from ſo many 
races. 

An honeſt diſcourſe is, 
what 1s ſpoken without giv- 
Ing offence,and whereto mo- 
deity has preſcribed laws, 
oftence comprehends , flat- 
tery, and ſcoffing, either 
again{t thoſe who are pre- 
ſent, or abſent, Scoffing 
accord- 
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( according to Quintilian _) 
1s a refietting ſpeech with 
laughter. Flatrery is adif- 
ſimulation, and deceit in 
mens words, which 1s worſe 
than ſcoffing ; Modeſty and 
ſhamefaſtneſs, enemies to 
both thoſe vices, doth ex- 
clude rudenels and obſce- 
nicy. Let all thoſe faults 
and crafty deceits in your 
ſpeech, be removed far from 
you ; for whether you ex- 
preſs them 1n plain terms, or 
veil them with your own fan- 
cy, they remain the ſame 1n 
effe&t. Bur leſt any man 
ſhould accule me of too 
much gravity, would ſome- 
times make my gueſts merry, 
by my jovjal diſcourſe, It 
I will 
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will be both a merry and 
profirable diſcourle, it 1t po- 
[iſh the mind as well as de- 
light the ears. I would haye 
innocent ſports, the graces 
and the muſes at Feaſts, but 
not prone, to riot and laſci- 
viouſneſs, I would have wil- 
dom alſo preſent, but not de- 
formed with the ſtern coun- 
tenance of a capricious gra- 
vity. Forthe ſoul has ſome- 
time its own honey and ne- 
Gar, and this divine miſtreſs 
of all veatucs, doth ſometime 
proffer you the cup of ho- 
neſt pleaſure. We ſhould 
not, faith Varro, have dul- 
courſe ih Feaſts, concerning 
roo {ſerious and anxious mat- 
ters, but deleable, and pro- 
fita- 


| 
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fitable ones, whereby our 
wit may be made more plea- 
ſant and fine; Which ſurely 
falls out, if we diſcourſe of 
thoſe things pertaining to 
the common profit of our 
life, and which would be no 
ill ſpent time, to ſpeak of 
them in our ordinary affairs, 
And 1n fine, it is both proh- 
table and pleafſantro inftrutt, 
and be inftrutted, if it be 
timed aright. I would have 
a ſpeech in the firſt place, a- 
riſe upon an apt occaſion , 
and good ground. That it 
ſeem neither carched before 
It come to yor, or intruded, 
or affected, which 1s worlt of 
all. 

There are three forms of 
L 2 ſpeak- 
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ſpeaking « diſſertation or 
reaſoning, narration, and 
queſtion. When you reaſon, 
though you detire praiſe 
therein, yet you mult ſeem to 
decline the ſame, Let your 
voice be pleaſant, and fluent, 
and your gelture taking, 
Speak in ſuch manner, that 
you may ſhow your ſelf rea- 
dy to hear; yea to be cor- 
rected, 11 if any man ſpeak bet- 
ter than your ſelf : you 
ſhould ſtir up your hearers 
to give cher opinion, with 
ſome paules, now and then, 
In your di{courſe, 

In a Narration you muſt 
be {crious 1n true matters, 
pleatant in what 1s feigned, 
aud perſpicuous, and brief 
In 
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in all Diſcourſe of what con- 


cerns others with praiſe ; of 


| what concerns your felt with 


mouJz{ty : ſelf vaunters are 
loathſome to all company, 
As ſome mens ſtomachs [oath 
ſome meats, out of ſome {e- 
cret antipathy ; ſo do ſuch 
men offend the ears of their 
Hearers. For ( accorcing 
to Socrates) we mult not 
make uſe of thoſe meats, that 
do not ſtir up an appetite 
in us, ſo we mult evity thole 
ſpeeches, by which we fo- 
ment our own praile, more 
then the delight of our Hear- 
E&s. 

Now remains the Queſtion 
to be treated of, which has an 
anſwer annexed thereto. Let 
T that 
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that be eaſje, familiar, and 
ſuitable ro your company, 
As the clouds obſcure the 
light of the Sun, ſo hath 
difficult queſtions the ſame 
eftect upon hilarity. 

Your Queſtions muſt be 
eaſie, ( ſaith a Wile man) 
known Problemes.de<cent In- 
terrogations,, and not too 
ſubrile, leſt they confound 
the ignorant. It's a folly 
to play the Divine and Phi- 
loſopher, at a Feaſt, clpeci- 
ally when we are warm with 
wine. But I will forbearto 
enlarge any more upon that 
Subject, and will ſpeak {ome- 
thing of an anſwer toa Que- 
{t1on, becauſe it 1s annexed 
thereto, Whereof there are 
three 


Theodorus Verax. 

three ſorts. The firſt 18a ne- 
c:|{ary one ; when we ſay we 
know or we know not. The 
ſecond 1s a courteous one, 
when we mix our anſwer 
with civility. The third 1s 
a ſuperfluous one ; when we 
g0 over the banks, ſo to ſay, 
and when the Queſtion 1s 
overwhelmed with a torrent 
of garrulity,you ſhall hear it 
demonſtrated by a homely 
example. You go to the 
houſe of Socrates to inquire 
if he be at home, ſome brisk 
fellow will give you the ne- 
ceflary anſwer, he 1s not; 
another more civil, will give 
you the ſecond anſwer, he 1s 
not at home, he is gone to the 
hayen ; and if he think not 
I 4 that 
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that ſufiicient, he will add, 
{ome of his friends in Jonig 
are landed, and he 1s gone to 
welcome them, The third 
again, to whom prating 1s al- 
ways pleaſant, will confound 
his anſwer with a long 
ſpeech, 2s if it could not be 
known that Socrates was 
from home, unleſs he did de- 
viate from the Queſtion, by 
making a narration of the 
whole ſtate of Greece. Are 
you enquiring for Socrates, 
{aith he, he 1s not at home, 
he went to the haven betimes 
in the morning, to entertain 
ſome of his lJonian triends , 
to whom Alcibiades, refiding 
at Miletus, with 7iſſuptern:'s 
the King of Perſia his Lieu- 


tenant, 


__—_— 
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tenant, did write, who before 
helped the Lacedemonians , 
and now. in favour of d4lci- 
biades, ſuccours the Atheni- 
ans; Alcibiades 1s about to 
agree 7iſſapbernes with the 
Athenians ; that he may 
have liberty to return to his 
Country. Soenlarging his 
diſcourſe, he repeats the 
whole Eighth Book of 
Thucydides, until the taking 
of Melitus , and Alcibiades 
his ſecond baniſhment, Bur 
I need preſcribe no more 
Rules of this nature, youare 
a rational man, and therefore 
take what anſwer you think 
will pleaſe beſt, according 
to the Subje&t,, Perſon and 
Place where you are, I ſhall 
end 
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end my diſcourſe with this 
of Ouintilian. We ſhould 
beware, faith he, that our an- 
{wer be neither petulant nor 
proud, nor diſagreeing with 
che time, and place, and that 
they {cem not prepared be- 
forchand , or brought from 
home with us. 

Tabutius had ſcarce made 
an end of ſpeaking, when the 
door opening, we ſee a man 
fet in his head therear, with a 
viſor on his face, repreſent- 
ing Zupiter, who ſo ſoon as 
heſaw us, came ſuddenly in- 
to the room, and faluting 
each of us, through his viſor, 
he complemented us with 
his nods and geſtures. In- 


continently taking me by the 
hand 
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hand, he fil'd the lap of my 
Cloak,with a ſhower of ſweer 


hail * ; 1 admiring the mat-* P!/or in 


ter, and what Cimmerian Fu- 
piter are you, ſaid I who 
ſtrike me with juch a ſweet 
tempeſt, Then uncovering 
his face, Behold me your 
friend, faith he, having 
changed my habit, but not 
my attection, I looking 
uponthe man, as if my eyes 
had deceiv*d me ; are you 
here alſo,ſaid I, Hylews? and 
what means this bravery ? 
There are nocturnal Plays to 
be celebrated here this night, 
faith he, and I am to make 
one therein, There will be 
ſome here preſently,who will 


dance the old and pleaſant 


dances 
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dances of the Muſes, and 
Graces. Thendid heſo run 
out in the praiſe of dancing, 
both by his countenance and 
geſture ; that he could hard- 
ly refrain from the ſame, 
whilſt he was ſpeaking to us, 
While we were lending our 
eyes and ears to his folly, in 
comes a Black-a-moor Boy, 
with a Torch in his hand, his 
very colour made him one of 
darkneſs companions. His 
deportment did denote him 
to be one of Hyleus his train. 
This Boy coming up to his 
Maſters ear , out of breath, 
and whiſpering ſomething 
therein, did name oneChere- 


flratus and Myrtilla, whereat 


Hylexs being greatly moved, 
having 
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| having ſcarcely ſaluted us, 


and reafſuming his diſguiſe, 
flings himtelt into the ban- 
quetting Room. Then be- 
gan ZTabutius ; Love is not 
without. madneſs, and a 
burniug luſt ſtirs up this 
young man to noQurnal Re- 
vels. Soitis always in Co- 
mus his Feaſts, after they 
have eat and drunk more 
than plentifully, then comes 
their dancing, the laſt dain- 
ties of their laſcivious hila- 
rity, For afcer the Table 1s 
drawn, thoſe Rites muſt be 
performed, though with a 
faggering motion. Bur 
what can be done with a 
g00d grace, where they can- 
not keep a decorum Or mea- 
ſure 
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{ure,through theirebricty;yet 
there are {ome fine handſome 
Maids to be commended,who 
firs the whole time of the 

* Invies Con, © Ealt,, like Statues, and will 

ſaith the 4% not drink *, theſe dance 


thor, becauſe it 


is not inch: ſober ; yet they ſuck in that 

power of Co» 

mus him/e/fro Wantonnels when they are 

- Gnp#8% fitting, which they pour out 
in abundance when they are 
in motion, For it 1s not 
with them, according tothe 
Latine Proverb : Sine Cerere 
& Baccho frig-t Venus ; 
without good meat, and 
drink, luſt grows cold, Look 
co that fervent and maſculine 

* he 4:29 1mpudence of young women, 

1.5: 49 and behold it you can ſec 


gether d[1) . 
pr eo dme- any decent * dancing there- 


dng, Vat of thit , 
| hb wr 1N, Wacreby you have reaſon 
ecent 
to 
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to doubt whether drunken 


| men, or women who are {0- 


ber, play the tool molt, 0 
tempora, O mores ! Maids 
come to Marriages and 
Fealts, where they languith, 
and grow pale, through ma- 
ture luſt, and thoſe who are 

aleſt are the molt courted, 


\ theyaftc@ this death-like co- 


lour with the greateſt folly 
imaginable : Bur my Mule 
favour me and ſpeak. 


0 happy paleneſs ! once hel's 
ave, and then 

Grim Pluto's Page, and 
darkneſs Partiſan : 

An index of infamous lea- 
chery ; 

Brother to gho$tly death, fear 

and envy ; But 
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But now a Page, a Friend 
and Servant ſtill 


To Venery and Luſt, blind | 


Cupid will 
Call him his brother ; plea- 
ſing Virgins fair, 
And mari'd women.) ſtrange! 
Neither are, 
Thought lovely, if this pale- 
neſs they have not : 
0 happy paleneſs ! once 
bright beauti's blot. 


But let us return to the 
dancing young Ladies, their 
Lovers takes confidence 4n 
their dancing , every man 
counrts his Miſtreſs, takes 
her by the hand, and dallies 
with her. 


He 
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He ſiroaks her breaſts, and 


takes her in his arm, 


| Gives her a kiſs, ſaith this 


will do no barm. 


The cuſtomeof kifling, or 
ſaluting, is honeſt in ir ſelf. 


| Ther's nothing canbe burn'd 


by ſmoak.; 


' But fire will both burn and 


choak. 


We cover this fire with 
{moak, that we may ſport our 
ſelves in the ſhadow of plea- 
ſure with the greater delight. 
This 1s not the end of the 
journey,but ſome ſteps there. 
fo, 

Oui cubare wult panget 

ſaltem ſuavuium. 
\ Buk 
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But he who has a mind for 
a Maid, makes dancing, (oft- 
times) an introduction 
thereto, and lends his Lady 
as his Bride, ſhe toilows him 
keeping the ſame meaſure, 
which inflames the young 
Gallant. So it comes to pals, 
that young womens bellies 
deceive men oft-times, as 
well as their painted faces ; 
ſhe will dance as a Maid who 
1s preſently to become a Mo- 
ther, who will bring forth a 
Child , before ſhe know a 
Hucband, or perhaps a Fa- 
therto It, To augment her 
Dowry, the brings both Cow 
and Calf to her Husbands 
Houſe. And before the Hus- 
band has well begun to ma- 
ure 
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nure the Ground, the Seed 1s 
alroft ripe, I have known 
ſome of them, who, in the 
very heat of their nuptial 


Rites, did call for the help of * wonee is 


| Fuxo, and Lucina*, and 


were brought to bed, in the 
very imbraces of their new 
Husbands, and that ſame 
night, and in the ſame bed, 
both a Bride, and a Woman 
lately delivered. But if 
Men” would do as a young 
Gentleman did of my ac- 
quaintance, thete would not 
be ſo many,who bring up the 
children of other men. This 
man did not think a woman 
his wife, whom he had mar- 
ried after another man had 
defloured her. She who 
K 2 came 
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came as a Virgin, was found 
(chough £010) ate) tobe with 
child , and was brought to 
bed the ſecond month after 
theirmarriage, This,though 
It vexed, yet did not cauſe 
the Husband bewray his 
mind, by any harſh uſage to 
her, or to her Child , but 
comforting her, and mitiga- 
ting her anxiety, by flatter- 
ing diſimulation 5 do not 
vex your elf, my dear, faith 
he,and [ct not your untimely 
birth trouble you, the (ixth 
part of a year may make you 
a Mother, and me a Father ; 
Nature g1ves not always the 
ſame time to bring forth, yea 
ſhegrants a ſhorter time then 
two months to ſome crea- 
CUrEes, 
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tures. But to be ſhort, after 
the new-married Lady had 
recovered her ſtrength, and. , 
had ſacrificed to uno *,then 
did her Husband at leng th 
declare himſelf. Therefore 
ro remove the diſgrace from 7 
his Family, he commanded 
her to be gone ; for his affairs 
urged him to have another 
wife. She obeyed him 
(though againſt her will ) 


and ſo departed ; 


but be- 


cauſe ( having aſted the 
ſweet pleaſure of conjugal 
imbraces) it was hard for her 
to want a Husband, ſhe hd 
her Fathe... Houle with her 


complaints. Tae i: 


t of 


this divorce comes ha 
to the ears of the Governour 
of 


K 3 
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The fi T time 
that wmes 
lately delivered 
w-nt abroad, 
th'y ſac» ficed 
to Func as the 

1adeſs of 


Ma [1147 CS. 
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of the place, who was Uncle | Li 


tothe Lady, he taking it as a 
great wrong done to him, in 
the perſon of one of his Fa- 
mily ; ſends for Battus (for 
that was the Gentleman's 
name)and after he had blam- 
ed this his raſh aCt, in an e- 
loquent and grave Speech,he 
did endeavour to reconcile 
the young Lady to her Hus- 
band, partly by threats, and 
partly by intreaties, Then 
Battus, who until that time 
had been filent, began to 
ſpeak very ſmoothly, I al- 
ways thought it, faith he, an 
uncomfortable thing to live 
without a wife, and that jt 
was laudable, and praiſe- 
worthy. 


Libe- 


net 
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ncle | Liberos hominemeducare, ge- 


as 2 
, In 
Fa. 
for 
In's 


neri monumentum, ſbi. 
For a man to bring up 
Children ro be a Monument 
to himſelf and kindred. 
Therefore 1 ſuffered my ſelf 
to be married to this woman, 
after I had examined thebur- 
then of marriage , and 
ſtrength of my Eſtate ; As 1 
was reſolved to reckon as 
many Canildren as years, 
as the greateſt expence 1 
could be ar, and thinking 
my ſelf able to give an alt- 
ment out of my Rents, and 
Eſtate," ſufficient to entertain 
ſo great a number,] accepted 
of both Wife and Dowry. 
But O what a ſudden, and 
prodigious fruicfulnelle ! 
K 4 SCAarce 
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Scarce two months were at 
an end, when I hear rhe cry- 
ing 01a young Child ; I was 
a Father before I had well 
laid afide the name of a 
Bridegroom ; and without 
doubt (he who brought forth 
in her ſecond month, would 
have augmented my Family 
every year with fix Chil- 
dren, ſo | ſhould havehadan 
Army of them, in a very 
ſhort time ; but I was not a 
Craſſus .to maintain them, 
God torbid I ſhould throw 
my ſelf, and my Children 1n- 
to poverty. 

Therefore, Sir, I beſecch 
you to pardon me, and to 
ſeek a richer Husband to 
your Neece, who is able to 
beget 
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beget, and bring up Chil- 
dren, not only every two 
months, but every month 
once. So heeluded the Go- 
vernours fair ſpeeches, broke 
his ſeverity, and puniſhed 
thetrick pur upon him, by 
his diſcreet and witty an- 
{wer, 

Tabutius would. have 
gone on 1n his Diſcourſe, 
when a loud noiſe makes all 
the Pallace Eccho ; Whereat 
thoſe who were ſleeping in 
the room, riſing haſtily, did 
ruſh into che great Hall ; But 
Tabutius (miling, This 1s the 
end of Comus Feaſt, Go you 
and behold ; bur as for me, 1 
will not lole my repoſe for 
any new ſight, While we 
are 
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are riſing, in comes Hylevs 
his Boy to the Room, who 
could ſcarcely draw his 
breath with running. What 
makes you ſo afraid, ſaid | ? 
and where is your Maſter ? 
Fury poſleſſeth my Maſter, 
faith he, and I am undone, 
unleſs | ſave my ſelf by flight. 
But do you not know, faid I, 
ro him again, that your Ma- 


{ter is our good Friend ? if 


you have done any fault, and 


be flying from your Maſter's 


wrath, we will intercede for 
you, Take that pains for 
another, ſaith the Boy ; for 1 
am innocent, My Maſter 
with an inconfiderate bold- 
neſs, has begun a conflict, 
which I think he will notend 
{0 


> en. rn And Oh A milf) © OO 
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ſowell ; and juſt now, being 
obliged by the (1 know nor 
what) punCtilio's of honour, 
to take reparation of an at- 
front done him by his rival, 
he has ſtirred up a number 
of drunken people again(t 
him. O what a madnels 1s 
this ! He might have been 
content with the moſt ardent 
affection of Cires ; and for- 
got his perfidious Myrtilla. 

ut (alas) 1 am partly the 
cauſe of it, who told him that 
Chereftratus was here. To 
ain my Maſter's afteC10n, 1 
have thrown him into man1- 
teſt danger. After thoſe 
words, 7abutius taking the 
Boy by the hand.defired him 
ro relate that buſineſs more 
diſtinctly 
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diſtintly from the begin- 
ning. The Boy was not hard 
to be intreated, albeit he 
would rather have fled. 
Then taking his breath a 
little, he begins his Story in 
this manner. 

There was one Chereſtra- 
tus, A rich, and generous 
young Gentleman, adorned 
with Learning, and the 
knowledge of his Arms, who 
patſionately loved a Noble 
young Lady, of an exquilite 
beauty in our City ; But ſhe 
had placed an ardent atfe- 
(ion long before, upon my 
Maſter , who did not, for a 
time, much regard it, Thoſe 
things tall oft-times out 1n 
Cupid's Kingdom, and one 
beauty 


OV wo we » YT 9 6 
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| beauty pleaſeth not all men ; 


But Chereftratus, concealing 


| his patſion from Myrtilla (fo 


was the Lady called ) for 
ſome cauſe or other ; the 
greatelt part of his conſola- 
tion was, to folace himſelt 
under her windows, in the 
night time, with the ſweet I- 
dea of his carthly Goddeſs. 
His friend Panentus, findin 

out his Malady, did endea- 
vour to cure him thereof, by 
alluring him to come to the 
Countrey , thereby to draw 
the tewel from his growing 
fire, by pleaſant Country di- 
vertiſements. In the mean 
time, the mind of the Lady 
is exaſperate, by the harſh u- 
fage of her Mother, (tor Myr- 
tilla 
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tylla did live under her cu- 
jtody, after the death of her 
Father) and when ſhe could 
not digeſt the contumely , 
( aſſuming confidence ) the 
reſolved by a clandeſtine 
fight, ro put her (elf inthe 
power of her Sweet-heart 
Hyleus, Her waiting-woman 
Circe, a comely and witty 
Maid, did augment her La- 
dies temerity with all her 
Rhetorick. This woman 
faining one day to go to the 
Temple, did ſecretly ſteal 
into our houſe, and having 
declared ro my Maſter, her 
Ladies intentions, began to 
entrear him not to forſake a 
Lady, afflicted by the too ri- 
gd (everity of her Mother, 
and 
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and that he would afhiſt her, 


| who loved him ; for Zupiter 


would be moved (faith ſhe) 


| tocome down from Heaven, 


to aſſiſt ſuch a Beauty, Then 
taking forth a coſtly Gold 
Chain, (which did once be- 
long to the Father of her La- 
dy, wherein the skill of the 
Artificer, had repreſented by 
divers colours of Gems, the 
rape of Proſerpina, ) pre- 
ſented it to my Maſter, as a 
pledge of her Ladies fidelity. 
My Maſter taken both with 
the Gift, and the Bearer 
thereof, condeſcended to all 
her Ladies defires, and ob- 
liges his honour to fulfil her 
commands, But while he 1s 
ſpeaking to the Maid, = 
a4Qg- 
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admiring his good mine, in- 
continently falls in love with 
him. Notwithſtanding ſhe 


&0cs On. with her Delign, and \/ 


this way of their flight did 
leaſe them beſt, that after 
rhe Setting of Sun, Hyleus 


ſhould come to the Gate of 


Myrtilla's Lodging, receive 
her at the entry, and ſo earry 
her away. The Plot being 
laid, and Circe gone, my Ma- 
ſter commands his Steward 
and Cook, to go to his near- 
e{t Country Houſe, and there 
provide an excellent Supper. 
He makes two of his Com- 
rades conſcious to his Enter- 
prize, whom he ſends a little 
betore night, to one of the 
City Gates, that they might 
Ccove- 
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covenant with the Keeper 
thereof for a free paſſage. 
He himſelf mounting on a 
Theſſalian Horle, goes to 
Myrtilla's lodging ; when he 
was come into the {treet, and 
near the houſe, hc made his 
Horſe ſtand, and there expe- 
&ed che out-coming of his 


Lady ; But ſhe being de- 


| tain'd, beyond her expetta- 


tion at home, could not fo 
ſoon withdraw her felf from 
the ſight of her Mother. So 
Hyleus rides by the houſe 1n- 


to the next ſtreet, for fear of 


ſuſpition, with an intent to 
return ſhortly the ſame way. 
But now Circe, who knew her 
ſelf to be in love, would 
needs go along with her Mi- 


L ſtreſs 
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ſtreſs to find out Hyleus, 
the afte&tion to her Miſtreſs 
did colour her other pre- 
tences, But the Lady began 
ro entreat her, not to hinder 
their common defires , by 
her unſeaſonable ſervice ; 
for how, faith ſhe, can I de- 
ceive my Mother,it you goa- 
long with me ? and how will 
one horſe carry us both? but 
comfort your felt, you ſhall 
come this ſame night ; For 
when I am gone, 1 ſhall 
cauſe Hyleus ſend ſome of his 
Servants , who ſhall carry 
yeu away with the ſame di- 
ligence. The Maid being 
encouraged with ſuch words, 
did commend the advice, 


and was content to ſtay be- 
hind 


ht 
wh 


LS, 
eſs 
re- 
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hind, Now Chere$ratus , 
who had ſpent ſome days 
with his triend, in great tor- 
ment of mind, could not ſut- 
fer the want of his Miſtreſs 
ſight any longer. Then 


| making to the fire that 1n- 
| flamed him, he gives Paneu- 


tus the farewell , takes hits 
Horſe, and comes to the town 
inall haſt, He made the day 
and the way alike long,dark- 
neſs did cover the laſt part of 
his journey , and the City 
Gates were ſhut before he 


| could reach. He began to 


ride about the walls to ſeek 
an entry, and coming to that 
port, which was ſtanding 0- 
pen for Hylexs, he entred 
thereat, Then, as having 

L 2 gotten 
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gotten his entry by ſome 
propitious INeity, he makes 
a vow with great confidence, 
that if he could gain any 
ground. on the heart of Myr- 
tilla, he would hang on 


Golden Cupid to the ſtatue of 


Venus ; So putiing ſpurs to 
his Horſe, he gallops ſtreight 
ro the Ladies houſe, He came 
a little after Hyleus paſt by, 
and making the Horſe ſtand 
ſtill juſt before the entry, he 
ſalutes the ſame with a ſigh, 
But behoſd at the very ſame 
moment the Gate open, and 
the Lady prepared for her 
flight, ſecing the Horſe, came 
running to the Gentleman, 
and with a low voice tells 
him that the was ready, and 
that 


». 


5 _ ws (OS) 


| 
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that ſhe had rather l1ys for 
the time to come with her 
Lover, than in the power of ' 


b t”eliis UY 
her Mother. So without d&- te ator Ve. 
| an, wo'0 fart 
lay mounting behind him, 474 © 
ſhe embraces her loy ely Cen- EY 


taure * with her right arm, 4 # 


292 toPiſs, 
The youth, adoring fortune /b bry being 

CER BY 07737 
by d cacid ack nowledgment, ” 0b _ 
turns his Horſe, and [purs 


him forward the {ame way he "#2 07a 


came, letiring greatly ro _ be ( alraggty 
ry his lovely prey to ſome » m1n,C> the ne- 
»f i y ” of by 

place of ſecurity. Soaway ; ah: Fn 
they come co the port, where» *, !* 'b4 
Pp it 5 40 ; 


at they got not any hinder- #»/ «ms 


+ F 24 #4 e. 
/ 


ance by the companions of 
Hyleus ; tor not bzing cal'd 
on,they did not take any no- 
rice of thoſe they knew not. 
But Chereſtratus role on, at 
L 3 a 
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a round pace, and did not fo | 


much as make a ſtop. wnti] 


he was ten miles our of the | 
City ; then he began to think | 
of enjoying the fruits of his | 
labour. The calm night, | 
and the pleaſantneſs of the | 
place did invite him ; for | 
che Moon newly riſen,and the ' 


twinkling Stars had oyer- 
come the horrour of the 
night. Hard by there was a 
pleafant Meadow encompal- 
ſed with a continued row of 
Trees, and full of white and 
yellow Flowers, you would 
have thought that there had 
been Stars upon the Earth in 
emulation of the Heavens, 
Venus did ſeem to ſport with 
love, on the green and tender 
orals 
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| orals, Chereſtratus ſetting 


the Lady down, diſmounts 


| himſelf, and tying his Horſe 
| toa Tree, gives his Myrtilla 
| the 
| kiſſes,ſhe lifring up her eyes, 
| could not diſcern the object 
| of her joy in the face of her 
' imbracer ; but when ſhedid 


firſt complements in 


not find it to be Hyleus, ſhe 
had almoſt fallen into a 
ſwoun, Then did ſhe with 
cries, and tears accufe For- 
rune, and began to tear her 
beautiful face and hair. But 
Chereſtratus after he had em- 
ploy'd the help of both 


tongue and hands , did firſt 
erſwade her from doing 
violence to her face ; Then 


did he endeavour to make 
her! 
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her pliable, by his amorous 
complaints, Have pity upon 
me, faith he, elſe I am un- 
done : this is not. the firſt 
night. of my atteCtion ; 
therefore be not leſs pitiful 
then fair, Will you with- 
ſtand the decrees of fate? you 
are faln almoſt by Miracle 
into the hands of your Lover, 


Do you reſolve to reſiſt my 
true love © 

Doth not the place wherein we 
are, you move. 


By ſuch like Speeches he 
ſtop' _d her tears, and buried 
her words amongſt her ſighs. 
In fine, Myrtilla being On 
with ſuch manifeſt teſtimo- 
nies 


| 


Theodorus Verax. 
nies of his affe&1on, and o- 
beying the will of the Gods, 
( as ſhe thought) d1d admit 
of his Love. He thereby 
growing the bolder, and be- 
ginning with kiiles, ended 
with the full fruicion of his 
defires, 

A litle after Myrtilla's 
flight,my Maſter returns,and 
coming cloſe up to the Gate, 
he hears a noiſe. For the 
Ladies flight being known 
through the houſe, the di[- 
conſolate Mother was requi- 
ring her Daughter from the 
Maid, and filling the whole 
houſe with fury. But ſhe 
flying the old womans 
threats, having unlocked the 
Gate, comes running out,und 
think- 
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thinking the man on horſe 
back to be the ſame appoint- 
ed to carry her away, ſhe 
preſently gets on behind 
him. On the other hand, 
Hyleus thinking he had Myr- 
tills behind him, comes re- 
joycing to his companions 
at the Port, Thoſe Gentle- 
men, congratulating his 
good fortune, accompanied 
him to his Countrey- 
Houſe, which was at the en- 
try of a Wood, not above a 
a mile from the City. I had 
juft brought a lighted Torch 
ro the entry, when Hyleus 
going to ſalute his ſuppoled 
Miſtreſs, did with his eyes 
find his error. Being in a 
great confuſion, he began to 
exPO- 
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expoſtulate with the Maid ; 
And what deceit 1s this? faith 
he, do you ſell the embraces 


of your Lady after this man- 


ner? had you no Lovers in 
the i ity or do you deſpiſe 
men of your own Qua- 
lity, and will have none but 
Gentlemen to Gallant you. 
Circe admiring how ſhe 
could be carried thither by 
Hyleus. Pardon me, faith 
ſhe, 1 came a Virgin, and 
hope ſo to return: yet I might 
have followed my Miſtreſs 
as a Servant, and run the 
ſame fortune with her. Whar, 
ſaith Hyleus, came Myrtilla 
out of Town before you ? It 
you ſeek only ſport, replied 
the Maid, and would hear 
from 


Lie Ciifion of 


trom me, what you did your 


ſelf, I rell you ſhe was carried 
away, and you brought me 
hither a licrle after. Bur O 
tne bouiity of a courteous 
Miſtreſs! who {uftered her 
Maid Circe, to be carried a- 
way by Hyleus ; thar the 
Maid might ſhare of the hap- 
pinels of her Miſtreſs. Then 
did Hylens confider too late, 
that his moſt beautiful prey 
had been ſnatched from him, 
either by ſecrer fraud, 
chance. herefore being 
exccedingly vexed, both 
with his diſappointed love, 
and the aftront he had recei- 
ved, he asked his compani- 
ons, whether they had ſeen 
an Horſeman at the Port, and 
a 
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' 2 woman behind him. We 
| faw one, lay they, and with- 


out doubt Myrtifa was be- 
hind him, and he took that 
way, which leads to the pal- 
ſage betwixt the mountains 
neareſt the City, if you pleaſe 
to follow, you may overtake 
them before they be tar gone. 
Whereupon they immediate: 
ly remount, and ſo depart 
with all ſpeed, leaving Circe 
behind them. We brought 
her in, and deſired her to 
ſup, which the refuſed ; ſhe 
o1ves liberty to her rears,and 
laments the misfortune of 
Myrtilla, that ſhe ' might 
more freely figh for Fylews, 
and ſo loaths all our dainties 
and civilities, In the mean 
time 
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time Hyleus comes to the 
ſame Meadow , wherein the 
new Lovers had conſum- 
mated their Marriage, and 
were as yet lying fleeping on 
the ground ; who, after he 
had eſpied a Horſe tied to a 
Tree, he looked about him, 
and fees the two Lovers in 
each others arms. Knowing 
the Lady to be his fair fug1- 
tive, he alights from Nis 
Horſe, with an intent to pull 
away Myrtilla, and run her 
new lover through in her 
ſight. But a more happy 
Superiour power d1d miti- 
gate this cruelty : For his 
companions coming up, 
knew Chereſtratus, and their 
ancient friendſhip did move 
their 
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their hearts to mercy ; there- 
fore reſtraining the violence 
of Hyleus, with their gentle 
ſpeeches,they perſwadedhim 
to wait for the awaking of 
the lovers,6& by their own cone 


feſſton toknow the truth of the 


matter. When this counſel did 
pleaſe them , they bind their 
Horſes together, & lie down ; 
butwearied with their journy 
they immediately fall aſleep. 


| Youwould havethought,that 


ſleep leaving the two Lovers, 
had transfus'd it ſelf into Hy- 
leus,8 his fellows. ForChere- 
firatus awaking at that ſame 
very moment, and by chance 
looking to that place, where 


; ata little diftancetheir horſes 


were ſtanding, tyed toge- 
ther, 
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ther, he did admire what had 
brought ladled Horſes there, 
at that time of the night, 
Then arifing, and going on a 
lIictle, he fnnds Hyl- "US fleep " 
ing. Returning to Martilla, 
hetold her that Hyleus was 
ſleeping hard by them, and 
thereby had given chem the 
opportunity to flie the ſe. 
cond time, But my dear, 
faith he, be not afraid, bur 
get upon this Horle, | ſhall 
take care , that they return 
home, without further harm, 
becauſe they have not inter- 
rupted our {weet repoſe. The 
Lady, though trembling, © 
beycth, and now ſhe begins 
to be afraid of Hyleus as 
much, as before ſhe had 
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loved him. So much could 
one nizhr do on a woman , 
whereby we may by infall1- 
ble Arguments conclude,that 
Cupid 1s but a baſtard whom 
Venus did not bring forth. 
Bat Chereſtratus being in- 


formed concerning the 


Chain,could endure no love- 
roken to be in the polleſfion 
of his Rival, and as if he had 
not poſſetled his Myrtilla , 
except he had that coſtly to- 
ken of her covenanted flight 
in his power, he went and 
privately took it t'om his 
neck. Then going to the 
Horſes, he took the Bridles 
off the heads of the firſt 
and ſecond, and threw them 
into a River running hard 
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by, and mounting upon the | it 
third, which was that brave C( 
7Theſſalian Horſe, whereon tl 
Hyleus rode, he followed his cl 


Myrtilla at a full gallop, and ſe 
brought her {treight to the ti 


couniry of the Cimmerians. tl 
Hyleus 2t *aſt awaking, got to Ir 
his fecr, and highly troubled la 
with the ſecond flight of the Ir 
two Lovers, did chide his | W 
companions as the caules tl 
thereof, Bur preſently mil- n 
fing his Chain , his former Cl 


orief and anger turned n 
into fury, and reſolved now / 
to follow Chereſtratus no  $ 
more as a Rival, but as a { 
mortal Enemy. Then they 

went to their Horſes, where at 
Iength,my Maſter did under- | 
ſtand, 
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ſtand, that he was cither to be 
content with Circe, or no- 
thing at all. And becauſe 
the power of the fates did 
ſeem to have appointed Myr- 
tilla tor another then Hyleus, 
chey began to think of turn- 
ing home, and {o without de- 
lay making ule of any thing 
inſtead of their Bridles thac 
were loſt, they return all 
three upon two Horles, But 
my Maſter taken with the 
comelinel[s of Circe, did al- 
moſt ( for a while ) forget 
Myrtilla, it his love had not 
grown cold by his roo much 
ſatiety. 

He came as you ſee into 
the company of Comus,where 
he finds Chereſtratus,and fees 
M 2 Myr- 
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Myrtilla again, which was 
the occaſion of the quarrel. 
But what do I hear ? Their 
fury encreaſeth in the inner 
part of the houſe, pardon me, 
tor I muſt be gone, and ſeek 
ſome place of ſafety. So A- 
derba, and I go to ſee the c- 
vent of the buſinels, leaving 
7abutins, meditating on the 
Boys narration.But his words 
were ſhort of the truth. For 
It was no more a Feaſt, but a 
C onflict ; ſuch as was of old 
betwixt the Lapiths and Cen- 
taurs, we ce Hyleus 


Magno Lapithis cratere 
minantem. 


And again Cherefiratus 
no 
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no leſs furious 11 anzer, than 


pattionare in his aftetion, in 


a poſture both of offence and 
defence, But one of the 
Cooks | m_—_— d1d de- 
mand his Sweet- heart Circe 
of both the Rivals, and when 
words would not do it, 
ſnatching the Diſhes upon 
the Table (the effects of his 
luxurious act,) he began to 
throw them amongſt them. 
One Bilbius allo, a rongue- 
valiant man amongit the 
Cimmerians, came upon the 
head of a ſcurvy company of 
Jeſters, but the durlt not 
come. nigh they menacing 
points of thetwo young,and 
{urious.combatants ; yet - they 
had almoſt daſh'd out their 
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brains with frones at a di- 
ſtance, But we did admire 
more ar one of the dancers, 
who in the hea: : of theconfliet, 
having his head wreathed 
with a by -anch of Lawrel, did 


urgethcatfection of a comely 


Maid, and toleem worthy of 


her afteGion, he would allo 
play the part of a Poer, and 
ſo began to ling this Song to 
his Lute. 


My Dear, becauſe a Poet, thou 
me hates, 

And i not moved with the 
famous fates 

Of the Pierian Muſes. *Cauſ 
men do 

F ſleem Poets but Þools, 
thou'l tkink (o too. 

Por. 
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Pardon, my joy, if that my 


Verſes 

Cauſe of thy ſcorn, me leave 
_ tpou ſhalt ſee. 

The of gry doth not 
Urge me | / J, 

But to enjoy thee, I l all 
thi [NgS 25k 

[do delaj. Be gone my Muſe, 
be gone 

To th'artich Pole, or the tor- 
rid Zone. 

[t's pr aiſe enon: ob 0 ple, fe 
her. if that ſhe 

To love and to embrace will 
ſuffer me. 

Some one, perhaps, who ſpies 
Our his ſp Its, 

Our ſweet embraces, kiſſes of 
all ſorts, 
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Will write our Lows, and 
happy tÞey 'T me call ; 

If out of thy heart, dear,1do 
not fall. 

For to grom old in love, men 
ſhall ns ſe, 

The greateſt joy, with thce to 
live, aN.i dir. 


Aﬀer he had ended his 
Song, Aderba breaking out 
in laughter, I'le periſh ſaith 
he, 1f ever this fellow made a 
Verſe in his life ; For he 
courts his Miſtreſs with ano- 
ther mans labour ; your 
triend Laopyrgus made thoſe 
Verles, when he went totry 
if he could expreſs the afte- 
Ction of a Lover. As Aderba 
was ſpeaking, in comes the 


the 
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the ſame Laopyrgus, with a 
troubled countenance , and 
firſt pulling the Lure from 
this Demi-poert, he afterward 
threw his Garland from his 
head, at our feet. Aderba 
raking IC up, ( betore 1 knew 

of it) {ct 1t upon my head. 
But the Maid, atraic at this 
{ſudden accident, did flee 
trom her abu(cd Lover, and 
following the Garlanc p as if 
ſhe had thought | her («lt fafe 
under that ſhadow of Daphne 

* threw her ſelf in my arms. 1,4 6-1 /w 
] putting her genily trom tb &wct 
me, you are miſtaken, ſaid I, 
tor | was married long ago; 
but if you ſeek more Verſes in 
praiſe of your beauty , this 
man you lee here, 1s a Poet ; 
or 
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or if you ſeek a Lover, he is 
yet unmarried ; and with 
that I deſired her togo to A- 
derba. But in the mean 
while, in comes a ſtrong big 
Fellow, catches hold of her, 
and ſo carries her away to 
the wanton imbraces of Co- 
mus, Ar laſt, the counter- 
tcit-Poet gathering courage, 
and ſnatching a Por out of a 
fellows hand, threw it with 
great force at Laopyrgus, but 
he ſhunned the violence 
thereof by the agility of his 
body *. The women allo 
mingled themſelves with the 
men ; ſome to lament the 
blood of their friends with 
doletul cries, and others to 
tizghr, and to auzment the 
fury ; 
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tury ,* and amongſt the reſt 
was the old woman who 
wanted her Noſe Nor was 
ſhe content tothew her fury 
by her cries, bur pulling a 
Pole out of one of the Por- 
ters hands, did with the ſame 
lay about her with more than 
teminine force ; and though 
her thruſts were ineffectual, 
yet by her blows ſhe made 
many plain-fac'd people like 
her ſelf. As if the had been 
revenging the loſs of her 
Noſe in this Confli& : ſhe 
flled all places where ſhe 
came _ cumult and fear. 
When two of Hyleus his com- 
panions had felt the bloody 
eftects of her rage; at laſt,up 
comes two ſtrong fellows , 
and 
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and according to the exam- 

le of her Noſe, with two 
blows cut off both her ears ; 
While ſhe 1s howling and 
crying for her loſs, in come 
a Company of hutiing He- 
ors, amongſt whom was 
the Souldier who had de- 
bauched the Noblemans 
Wite, and did ſeem to exact 
from her Adverſfaries, not 
only her Ears, but her Noſe 
alſo, thinking by that at- 
rempt to ingratiate himſelf 
{o in her favour, as ſhould 
move her to bring him, once 
more, into the imbraces of 
his Miſtreſs. Ar laſt the 
Tables were overthrown, 
and the Meat thereon trod 
under foot ; Some were beat 
down 
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down with Stools .ſome were 
defending themiclves with 
Spits , and all were raging 
with divers ſorts of Wea- 
pons. Then Comus,leaving 
his Pleaſure, comes into the 
middelt of this raging Mul- 
ritude to appeaſe them ; but 
their cexaſperate minds 
could by no means be indu- 
ced therero, Their fury in- 
crealed , and did threaten 
ſome ſudden miſchief. Bur 
the God (becauſe he found 
himſelf neglected, and de- 
ſpiſed) did vanith, together 
with Luxury and Laſcivi- 
ouſneſs. Burt their fury ſtill 
continuing , they made uſe 
of the Torches, and Lamps, 
whereby all the Lights were 
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put out, Then did Night, 
Darknels, and all that black 
Multitude, which ſtood at 
the Palace Gate, break 1n, 
and all this Cimmerian 
darkneſs did vaniſh. Bur 1 
awaking out of Darknels, 
Silence, and Sleep, did find 
all chis to be but a Dream, 
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